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AIDS  death  sparks 
outcry  in  Wisconsin 

Prisoner  and  AIDS  rights  activists  intensify 
pressure  on  the  governor  and  his  Department  of 
Corrections  following  the  ‘ negligent ’  treatment  of 
a  dying  prisoner  with  AIDS 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

WAUPUN,  Wis. — In  the  wake  of  another 
suspicious  AIDS  death  in  a  Wisconsin  prison, 
activists  in  the  state  have  intensified  their 
pressure  on  the  governor  and  the  state 
Department  of  Corrections  (DOC)  to  improve 
the  treatment  of  prisoners  with  AIDS. 
Ricardo  Thomas  died  on  June  27  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  Hospital,  six  hours 
after  being  transferred  there  from  Waupun 
Prison. 

Doug  Nelson,  executive  director  of  the 
Milwaukee  AIDS  Project  (MAP),  told  GCN 
he  feels  the  prison  acted  negligently.  “I  don’t 
have  much  faith  at  all  in  [the  DOC’s]  ability 
to  provide  appropriate  care  for  a  PWA,”  he 
said.  “To  send  someone  to  the  hospital  the 
day  they’re  dying — to  me,  that’s 
inappropriate  care." 

In  a  statement,  ACT  UP/Madison  called 
for  an  investigation  into  Thomas’  death, 
accusing  the  DOC  of  holding  Thomas  at  the 
prison  until  he  was  near  death,  then 
transferring  him  to  a  hospital  in  order  to 
avoid  an  investigation.  According  to  Jari 
Junikka  of  ACT  UP/Madison,  who  learned  of 
Thomas’  death  by  phone  from  another 
prisoner  at  Waupun,  “It  was  very  clear  he 
should  have  been  taken  [to  the  hospital] 
several  days  before.” 

The  state  does  not  plan  an  investigation, 
according  to  Julie  Hertel,  Gov.  Tommy 
Thompson’s  deputy  press  secretary.  She  told 
GCN  that  Thomas’  death  “was  not  any  fault 
of  the  Department  of  Corrections  or  the  state 
of  Wisconsin.”  Thomas  had  been  at  UW 
Hospital  from  May  15-30,  at  which  time  “he 
refused  treatment.”  On  May  31,  she  said,  he 
was  transferred  back  to  Waupun  and 
immediately  given  a  court-appointed  legal 
guardian. 

Joe  Slisowicz,  DOC  information  officer, 
said  Thomas  “died  under  a  physician’s  care... 
He  was  under  care  the  entire  time  he  was  in 
the  health  services  unit  [at  Waupun.]” 

When  asked  why  Thomas  was  transferred 
to  UW  Hospital  only  after  his  condition  had 
significantly  deteriorated,  Slisowicz 
responded  that  that  decision  was  made  by 
Waupun  staff  in  communication  with  the 
hospital.  According  to  ACT  UP’s  Junikka, 
Thomas — who  was  suffering  from 
dementia — was  being  held  in  isolation  at  the 
prison  and  receiving  grossly  inadequate  care. 

Even  before  Thomas’  death,  Wisconsin 
AIDS  advocates  had  begun  putting  pressure 
on  the  DOC  and  Thompson  to  improve  the 
treatment  and  conditions  of  PWAs  in  prison, 
calling  for  the  governor  to  implement 
recommendations  made  by  his  appointed 
HIV/AIDS  Technical  Advisory  Committee, 
which  had  issued  a  report  in  May,  1990. 
While  the  DOC  says  it  has  implemented  17 
of  the  25  recommendations,  members  of 
many  organizations — including  ACT  UP,  the 
Milwaukee  AIDS  Project,  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  and  the  Wisconsin 
legislature — say  the  state  has  yet  to  put  into 
practice  many  of  the  most  important  ones. 

The  activists  are  calling  for  the  prison 


system  to  comply  with  task  force 
recommendations  that  it  half  practices  that 
reveal  a  prisoner’s  HIV  status — single- 
celling,  imposing  work  restrictions,  and 
marking  prisoners’  identification  cards  with  a 
code  that  stands  for  “blood-bom  illness.”  The 
task  force  report  states  that  the  latter  practice 
“should  be  abolished  since  there  is  no 
medical  indication  for  this  practice  and  since 
it  places  such  inmates  at  an  unreasonable  risk 
for  discrimination.” 

Hertel  of  the  governor's  office  stated  that 
marking  identification  cards  continues 
because  it  is  demanded  by  the  prison  guard 
union.  Stopping  single-celling  HIV-positive 
inmates  “could  pose  a  security  risk  for  the 
prison  overall.”  When  asked  about  the  details 
of  such  a  risk,  Hertel  stated  that  HIV-positive 
persons  were  not  considered  a  risk  as  such, 
but  despite  adequate  AIDS  education  in 
prison,  “obviously  there  could  be  some  who 
don’t  take  that  education  to  heart.”  Hertel 
said  she  didn’t  know  why  lifting  work 
restrictions  was  opposed  by  the  DOC. 

When  asked  about  the  DOC’s  position  on 
keeping  prisoners’  HIV  statuses  confidential, 
Slisowicz  stated,  “They  do  comingle  and 
fraternize  and  generally  speaking  it’s  very 
difficult  to  keep  a  secret  in  prison.”  In  a 
general  statement  about  the  treatment  of. 
prisoners  with  HIV,  he  said,  “They’re  not  in 
there  because  they’re  HIV-positive,  they’re  in 
there  because  they’re  criminals.” 

An  earlier  death 

Another  PWA  at  Waupun,  Donald  Woods, 
suffocated  to  death  on  Sept.  8  of  last  year 
when  prison  guards  in  full  riot  gear — boots, 
gloves  and  facemasks — forcibly  restrained 
him  and  placed  or  shoved  a  towel  in  his 
mouth  in  an  effort,  the  guards  said,  to  prevent 
contracting  HIV.  He  was  placed  in  isolation, 
stripped  and  fully  restrained. 

A  special  prosecutor  who  investigated  the 
death  found  no  wrongdoing,  slating  in  part 
that  the  “placing  of  a  towel  around  the  mouth 
of  Mr.  Woods  was  not  an  unreasonable 
response  to  his  attempt  to  bite  and  spit  at 
institution  staff”  because  their  fear  of 
contracting  HIV  was  reasonable  under  the 
circumstances.  The  prosecutor,  Royce  A. 
Finne,  also  speculated  that  Woods  may  not 
have  died  immediately  as  a  direct  result  of 
suffocation,  disregarding  an  autopsy  report 
which  produced  evidence  that  Woods  died 
quickly. 

“Donald  Woods  was  an  outspoken 
person — he  sued  the  Wisconsin  system  for 
breach  of  confidentiality  and  won,”  said 
Judy  Greenspan,  AIDS  information 
coordinator  for  the  ACLU  National  Prison 
Project.  She  cited  a  1988  precedent-setting 
case  initiated  when  a  member  of  the  prison 
medical  staff  disclosed  Woods’  HIV  status. 
“When  you  sue  the  system,  you’re  marked,” 
Greenspan  said. 

Hertel  said  that  although  the  “thorough" 
investigation  into  Woods’  death  found  no 
fault  on  the  part  of  the  guards, 
recommendations  have  been  implemented 
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Dinkins  criticized  for  not 
lobbying  hate-crimes  bill 


The  decision  of  New  York  City’s  mayor  to  stay  in  the  city  for  the 
release  of  a  compelling  report  on  gayhashing  rather  than  travel 
to  Albany  to  lobby  is  seen  as  undercutting  efforts  to  pressure  the 
state  legislature 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

NEW  YORK — Gay  rights  activists  have 
expressed  mixed  feelings  over  Mayor  David 
Dinkins’  June  18  release  of  a  report  that 
documents  increasing  prejudice  and  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

While  many  praised  the  report  for  its 
detailed  content,  some  faulted  Dinkins  for 
reneging  on  his  promise  to  personally  deliver 
it  to  the  stale  legislature.  The  report’s  primary 
purpose  had  been  to  convince  senators  to 
support  a  hate-crimes  bill  that  would 
specifically  protect  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Dinkins’  absence  in  Albany  has  been 
perceived  by  some  as  undermining  this  year’s 
lobbying  efforts  for  the  bill. 

“We’re  pleased  with  the  city  Human 
Rights  Commission,  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns  and  all  the 
agencies  that  put  so  much  effort  into  this 
report,”  said  Howie  Katz,  bias  bill 
coordinator  for  the  city’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Anti-violence  Project.  “But  everyone  who 
cooperated  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
mayor  would  use  the  report  as  the  focal  point 
of  a  lobbying  trip  to  Albany,”  Katz  told  GCN. 
“And  that  never  happened.” 

‘End  the  Hate’ 

The  mayor’s  report,  entitled  End  the  Hale, 
was  based  on  481  questionnaires  that  were 
returned  to  the  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  by  May  30.  Twenty-five  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations  joined  with  the 
Commission  and  the  Mayor’s  Office  for  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  in  distributing 
questionnaires  in  organization  mailings  and 
at  meetings,  and  by  publicizing  the  project’s 
existence  in  the  media.  Both  OutWeek.  and  the 
Village  Voice  printed  the  questionnaire  in 
their  respective  publications. 

The  report  documents  10,418  incidents  of 
bias  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  4,953 
bias  related  incidents  witnessed,  85  percent 
oT  which  occurred  between  1986  and  1991. 


When  asked  to  describe  the  most  serious  bias 
incident  they  had  experienced,  50  percent  of 
respondents  reported  they  had  been 
physically  attacked  and  another  17  percent 
reported  threats  of  violence  had  been  made 
against  them.  Approximately  73  percent  of 
those  who  witnessed  or  were  victims  of  those 
attacks  did  not  report  the  incident  to  the  New 
York  Police  Department. 

In  a  letter  urging  state  senators  to  support 
the  Governor’s  Bias  Related  Violence  and 
Intimidation  Act  bill,  Dinkins  said,  “This  data 
supports  the  Human  Rights  Commission 
statistics  which  indicate  a  100  percent 
increase  in  reported  incidents  on  gay  men  and 
lesbians  during  the  past  year.  It  also 
underscores  that  considerable  numbers  of 
anti-gay  and  lesbian  crimes  go  unreported.” 

Dinkins  said  that  failure  to  report  is  largely 
due  to  a  lack  of  confidence  in  what  the  police 
can  or  would  do  to  assist  the  survivor  of  an 
anti-gay  hate  crime.  He  argued  that  stiffer 
penalties  for  hate  criminals  and  inclusion  of 
“sexual  orientation  bias"  as  a  hate  crime 
categorization  would  help  to  assure  survivors 
that  they  do  have  some  legal  recourse. 

End  the  Hale  also  included  approximately 
60  pages  of  survivors’  personal  histories, 
which  graphically  describe  incidents  of 
violence  and  intimidation  and  their  impact. 

‘Horrible  mistake’ 

Matt  Foreman,  director  of  the  city  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Anti-violence  Project,  told  GCN  that 
the  report  confirmed  what  his  organization 
has  been  saying  about  anti-gay  violence  for 
the  past  1 1  years.  “The  desired  impact  of  this 
report  was  specifically  to  get  the  [anti-bias] 
bill  passed  this  year,”  Foreman  said.  “This 
was  to  be  a  community-coordinated  effort, 
but  it  unravelled  at  the  end,”  he  added. 

Foreman  said  that  when  the  project  was 
first  announced,  gay  and  lesbian  groups  were 
invited  to  be  part  of  a  major  city-wide  effort 
to  push  for  the  bill.  This  effort  was  to 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  want  you  to  think  I’m  not  happy 
about  this.  I’m  as  happy  as  a  faggot  in  a 
submarine.” 

— Tennis  star  Andre  Agassi  when  asked  a 
a  post-French  Open  press  conference  how  it 
felt  to  reach  the  tournament  final.  According 
to  The  Village  Voice,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation  may  call  for  a 
boycott  of  Agassi’s  sponsors,  which  include 
Ray-Ban,  Nike,  Canon,  and  Donnay. 

Calif,  state  assembly 
passes  gay/lesbian 
rights  bill 

SACRAMENTO  Calif. — Amid  ferocious 
debate,  California’s  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
bill  won  a  narrow  victory  in  the  state 
Assembly,  June  28.  The  bill,  known  as  AB 
101,  needed  41  “yes”  votes  to  pass  and 
squeaked  by  with  42.  AB  101  now  faces 
another  battle  in  the  state  Senate  during  July. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter, 
conservative  lawmakers  were  particularly 
vitriolic  in  their  opposition  to  the  bill. 
Assembly  member  John  Knowles  (R- 
Placerville)  said  that  AB  101  “will  declare 
war  economically  and  judicially  against 
straight  America,”  and  added  that  “We 
should  be  protecting  people  from  disease  and 
disease  spreaders.” 

In  response,  the  bill’s  chief  sponsor,  Terry 
Friedman  (D-Sherman  Oaks),  argued  that  AB 
101  is  essentially  “mainstream”  rights 
legislation  that  is  designed  to  protect  against 
discrimination  in  housing  and  employment. 
AB  101  does  not  create  lesbian/gay  quotas 
for  employers  or  property  owners,  he  added. 

“Even  Coors  is  supporting  this  bill,” 
Friedman  said.  “How  much  more 
mainstream  can  you  get?” 

Although  they  celebrated  the  bill’s 
passage,  pro- lesbian  and  -gay  lobbyists  said 
they  were  bracing  themselves  for  the 
upcoming  Senate  battle.  Laurie  McBride,  a 
member  of  the  Lobby  for  Individual 
Freedom  and  Equality,  said  the  Senate  vote 
might  go  more  smoothly  because  the  Senate 
is  a  less  “partisan  arena”  than  the  Assembly. 
Nonetheless,  she  added,  “a  bill  like  this  isn’t 
easy  in  either  house.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

‘Tongues*  tied 

DETROIT — Motown  is  home  to  one  of  17 
PBS  stations  in  the  U.S.  that  is  refusing  to  air 
Tongues  Untied,  a  highly  acclaimed 
documentary  by  Marlon  Riggs  about  the 
Black  gay  male  experience  in  the  U.S. 
Tongues  Untied  was  named  Best 
Documentary  at  the  Berlin  International  Film 
Festival  and  Best  Independent/Experimental 
Work  by  Los  Angeles  film  critics. 

Members  of  several  gay  political 
groups — who  were  in  Detroit  to  attend  the 
National  Convention  of  Black  and  White 
Men  Together — met  with  president  of  PBS 
station  WTVS,  Robert  Larson,  to  discuss  the 
station’s  decision  not  to  run  the  film  on  July 
16.  Larson  stated  that  the  decision  “was  not 
based  upon  a  concern  over  controversy.  This 
is  an  issue  of  suitability.  Tongues  Untied  has 
explicit  descriptions  of  sexual  activity.  My 
decision  is  based  upon  the  large  home 
audience.  To  allow  that  language  to  go  on  the 
air  doesn’t  do  our  station  credit.”  The  film 
has  aired  on  public  television  stations  in  New 
York,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco. 

According  to  Robert  Atkins,  a  columnist 
for  the  Village  Voice,  none  of  the  five 
program  managers  and  spokespersons  he 
talked  to  cited  images  of  homosexuality  per 
se  as  reasons  given  for  their  PBS  stations’ 
not  running  the  film. 

However,  Thom  Bean  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation  said  he 
feels  the  media  under-represents  images  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color.  “That  is  why 
it  is  so  important  for  Black  gay  men  to  see 
their  common  dilemmas  in  this  society  and 
recognize  they  are  not  alone.  One  less 
suicide,  one  less  gaybashing  would  make 
airing  Tongues  Untied  worthwhile,”  he  said. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Mayor,  police  chief 
protested  at  S.F.  pride 
parade 

SAN  FRANCISCO — The  mayor  and 
police  chief  of  San  Francisco  marched  in  the 
city’s  gay  and  lesbian  pride  parade  June  30, 
resulting  in  a  politically  charged  atmosphere 
as  some  activists  protested  their  presence, 
and  some  marchers  and  onlookers  booed  the 
protesters. 

Members  of  ACT  UP  and  Queer  Nation 
blocked  the  parade  route  in  protest  of  Mayor 
Art  Agnos’s  lack  of  support  for  a  needle 


exchange  program  and  Police  Chief  Willis 
Casey’s  lenient  treatment  of  a  police  officer 
who  they  say  beat  up  protesters  at  an 
October  1989  rally  in  the  heavily  gay  Castro 
district. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  150 
activists  met  with  approval  from  the  crowd 
as  they  blocked  the  Agnos’s  car,  calling  for 
him  to  institute  a  free  needle  exchange 
program.  After  about  15  minutes,  however, 
onlookers  pressed  for  the  parade  to  continue. 
Agnos  has  stated  he  will  not  institute  a 
needle-exchange  program  because  it  violates 
state  law. 

Some  of  the  protesters  passed  out  leaflets 
on  the  needle-exchange  issue  while  the 
parade  continued;  others  marched  in  front  of 
Casey’s  car,  distributing  flyers  denouncing 
Casey’s  handling  of  the  alleged  gaybashing. 
Casey  had  given  the  officer  a  45-day 
suspension  for  “independent  acts  of 
aggression"  in  connection  with  the  incident. 

Rob  Lowe  of  ACT  UP  said  he  was 
pleased  with  the  outcome  of  the  protests. 
“We  took  a  low-key  approach  that  was  more 
education  than  protest,"  he  said.  “I  think  we 
were  effective  in  getting  our  message  out.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Taiwan  lesbians 
organize 

TAIPEI,  Taiwan — Taiwan’s  first  lesbian 
organization,  Wo-men  Zhi  Jian,  has  been 
established.  According  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  the  group  of  more  than  35  women 
meets  twice  a  month  and  plans  to  serve  as  a 
legal  and  political  working  group,  as  well  as 
a  source  of  social  interaction  and  support  for 
lesbians. 

The  group’s  name  is  translated  in  English 
as  “Between  Us.”  Their  logo  features  the 
Chinese  characters  for  two  women, 
positioned  sideways  and  facing  one  another. 

One  of  the  group’s  first  projects  is  to  begin 
collecting  lesbian  texts  and  translating  them 
into  Chinese. 

Those  wishing  to  contact  the  group  or 
forward  lesbian  texts  can  write:  Thamora 
Fishel  and  Christine  Cheng,  Hoping  East 
Road  Sec.  2,  Lane  76  Alley  17  No.  7-2,  2F1 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

U  of  Chicago  sued  over 
domestic  partnership 
rights 

CHICAGO — A  gay  graduate  student  has 
filed  a  complaint  challenging  a  University  of 
Chicago  policy  prohibiting  unmarried 
domestic  partners  of  registered  students  from 
using  university  libraries  and  recreational 
facilities.  The  domestic  partnership  case  is 
the  first  to  come  under  a  Chicago  statute  that 
bans  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  and  marital  status. 

The  case  was  filed  with  Chicago’s 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  on  June  25 
by  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  on  behalf  of  the  graduate  student.  The 
student  had  requested  that  his  partner  be 
granted  the  same  access  to  benefits  that  the 
university  routinely  gives  to  students’ 
spouses. 

The  University  of  Chicago  defended  its 
discriminatory  policy  by  arguing  that  “given 
the  substantial  costs  and  heavy  usage  of  the 
libraries  and  athletic  facilities  by  employees 
and  students  themselves,  we  believe  the 
current  policies  are  justified  by 
circumstances  and  consistent  with  our  legal 
obligations." 

“It’s  ironic  and  outrageous  that  an 
esteemed  academic  institution  like  the 
University  of  Chicago  would  deny  a  fellow 
academic  access  to  its  libraries  because  he  is 
not  married  to  his  partner,”  said  Paula  L. 
Ettlebrick,  legal  director  of  the  Lambda 
Defense  League.  “This  is  a  case  of  plain  and 
simple  discrimination — the  university  has 
decided  to  provide  privileges  to  married 
students  and  faculty,  but  deny  the  same 
respect  and  privilege  to  unmarried  students 
and  faculty.  Since  gay  and  lesbian  couples 
cannot  marry,  this  policy  has  a  significant 
impact  on  us." 

Steven  Penn,  Lambda’s  Chicago-based 
cooperating  attorney,  said  that  state  law 
requires  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  be  treated 
equally  in  all  aspects  of  university  policy.  He 
also  {jointed  out  that  the  university’s  own 
policy  bans  discrimination  against  lesbian 
and  gay  students,  faculty  and  staff. 

—  Jacob  Smith  Yang 
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SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


1991  Summer  Conference 

Union  for  Radical  Political  Economics 

THE  FUTURE  OF  RADICAL  ECONOMICS 

August  22-26,  Rock  Hill,  New  York 

Plenary  Sessions 

The  Role  ot  Marxism  in  Radical  Political  Economics 
Is  Feminism  Marginal  to  Radical  Political  Economics? 

The  New  World  Disorder  and  Its  Impact  on  People  of  Color 

Speakers:  Lourdes  Beneria,  Bob  Cherry.  Nancy  Folhre. 

Habab  Hadi,  Lennox  Hinds.  Achilla  Mbembe.  Fred  Moseley 

Join  us  al  Camp  Seouoia.  2  hours  trom  New  York  Cily. 

Cultural  and  recreational  activity  and  childcare  included. 

Write:  URPE  National  Office.  Dept,  of  Economics,  University 
of  California,  Riverside,  CA  92521  or  phone  (714)787-3538. 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small' enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  ■  02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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Americans 

Kevin  Everson 
John  Lucas 
Neil  Runyon 
Jessica  Tanzer 
Arnold  Tunetall 


IN  COLLABORATION  ptonu  the 
photographic  work*  of  Five  Americana, 
July  3rd  -  August  Slat. 
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Woo  settles  with  Berkeley 

Following  a  series  of  ‘bad faith  offers,’  the  radical  lesbian 
feminist  accepts  a  $75K  settlement  but  regrets  the  opportunity  to 
be  a  thorn  in  the  university's  side 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BERKELEY,  Cal.— Merle  Woo— the 
outspoken  Asian  American  socialist  feminist 
lesbian  who  has  been  embroiled  in  anti- 
discrimination  suits  against  the  University  of 
Califomia-Berkeley  for  the  better  part  of 
nine  years — announced  July  3  she  had  won  a 
$75,000  seulement  from  the  university. 

Woo  attributed  her  victory  in  part  to  an 
effective  organizing  effort  throughout  the 
long  battle.  “It  was  the  public  pressure  that 
kept  geuing  them  to  give  in,”  she  said. 

Woo  took  the  settlement  in  lieu  of 
accepting  the  university’s  offer  of  a  lecturer’s 
position  which,  she  said,  was  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  “bad  faith  offers.”  The  university 
has  repeatedly  offered  her  either  “dead-end 
positions”  or  positions  she  could  not  accept. 
Woo  said. 

She  first  sued  the  university  in  1982,  when 
she  was  fired  after  four  years  of  teaching  in 
Asian-American  Studies.  According  to 
Nancy  Reiko  Kato,  a  member  of  the  Merle 
Woo  Defense  Committee  and  one  of  Woo’s 
former  students,  Woo  was  targeted  by  the 
administration  in  part  because  she  was  the 
only  faculty  member  who  supported  student 
democracy  in  the  department. 

Charging  free  speech  infringement  and 
discrimination  based  upon  race,  sex,  sexual 
orientation  and  political  ideology.  Woo  won  a 
cash  settlement  two  years  later  and  was 
reinstated  to  the  Graduate  School  of 
Education.  But  in  1986  she  was  told  her 
position  was  created  out  of  a  self-terminating 
fund  and  was  laid  off. 

Her  union,  the  University 
Council-American  Federation  of  Teachers, 
then  filed  a  grievance  against  the  university, 
and  in  1988  Woo  again  sued  on  multiple 
discrimination  charges  as  well  as  retaliation 
for  the  previous  charges  she  had  filed.  She 


received  a  settlement  of  $67,642 — three 
years’  back  pay — and  an  arbitrator  ordered 
her  reinstatement.  She  said,  however,  that 
UC-Berkeley  failed  to  offer  her  a  position 
she  could  accept 

In  1989  she  was  offered  positions  in  the 
English  and  Rhetoric  Departments,  which 
Woo  said  she  refused  because  they  were 
“dead-end  positions,"  in  subject  areas  where 
she  had  little  or  no  background  and  wouldn’t 
be  able  to  pass  review.  In  addition,  she  said, 
the  rhetoric  faculty  position  was  offered  to 
her  in  August,  at  the  “very  last  minute.”  In 
April  of  last  year,  the  university  then  offered 
her  a  position  in  Asian  American  Studies. 
According  to  Woo  the  university  told  her,  “If 
you  intend  to  keep  on  working  here,  we’ll 
have  to  fire  every  other  lecturer.”  These 
offers,  she  said,  demonstrated  the  university’s 
attempt  to  “keep  me  out  of  work  and  keep 
me  off  the  campus.” 

Chris  Helwick,  the  university’s  attorney, 
said  the  offers  were  “consistent  with  the 
requirements  of  the  arbitration  and  the  limits 
of  her  qualifications.  She  has  a  notion  that  is 
very  different  than  ours  about  what  the 
qualifications  are.”  While  Helwick  said  the 
university  did  not  question  Woo’s  teaching 
ability,  she  noted,  “To  be  a  university 
professor,  teaching  is  one  component  of  your 
qualifications,  it’s  not  the  only  one.”  Helwick 
cited  research  ability  and  community  service 
as  the  two  other  primary  qualifications. 

Woo  is  well  known  as  a  political  organizer 
on  campus  and  in  the  Bay  Area.  In  addition 
to  fighting  for  student  democracy  in  Asian 
American  Studies,  she  has  been  active  in  the 
Freedom  Socialist  Party,  Radical  Women, 
campus  unions  and  bilingual  education.  She 
helped  organize  for  divestment  from  South 
Africa,  for  hiring  more  people  of  color  on  the 
faculty  and  for  the  Multi-Cultural  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Project.  Continued  on  page  1 1 


Video  store  busts  targeted 


Citing  a  nationwide  increase  in  threats  and  harassment  by  local 
police  to  force  video  stores  from  renting  adult  movies,  the  ACLU 
launches  an  ‘Arts  Censorship  Project’ 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

NORWOOD,  Mass. — Police  attempts  to 
stop  local  video  stores  from  renting  out  adult 
videos  have  prompted  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  and  its  local 
affiliation  to  file  suit  June  28  against  this 
suburban  town  located  southwest  of  Boston. 

The  ACLU’s  Arts  Censorship  Project  said 
that  the  Norwood  lawsuit  reflects  a 
nationwide  increase  in  local  police 
departments’  use  of  threats  and  harassment  to 
force  video  store  owners  into  giving  up  their 
freedom  of  expression.  The  ACLU  will  use 
the  case  to  kick  off  a  campaign  aimed  at 
preventing  First  Amendment  violations. 

Norwood  police  maintain  they  have  done 
nothing  illegal  in  what  they  describe  as 
attempts  to  enforce  the  commonwealth’s 
obscenity  law.  Under  Massachusetts  law,  a 
film  or  publication  must  be  of  prurient 
interest  to  members  of  the  community,  be  in 
opposition  to  community  standards  of 
morality  and  be  of  no  serious  artistic, 
educational,  social  or  other  redeeming  value 
to  be  judged  obscene. 

John  Reinstein  of  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Massachusetts  (CLUM)  told  GCN, 
“The  police  have  cast  a  wide  net  of 
censorship  over  a  whole  range  of  videos, 
without  reference  to  the  obscenity  laws."  He 
added,  "We  have  the  police  using  threats  and 
harassment  to  pressure  video  store  owners 
into  removing  videos  from  their  shelves.” 

Citing  a  deluge  of  press  inquiries,  the 
Norwood  police,  who  have  a  policy  of  not 
commenting  on  pending  criminal  cases, 
issued  a  five-page  media  release  on  July  3.  In 
the  release.  Police  Chief  George  J.  DiBlasi 
staled  that  Norwood  police  received  a 
complaint  May  8,  alleging  that  three  local 
businesses  were  offering  obscene  videotapes 
for  rent  or  sale.  According  to  the  release, 
detectives  assigned  to  the  investigations 
“were  advised  by  superiors  that  voluntary 
compliance  was  preferable  to  criminal 
prosecution”  in  handling  the  possible 
obscenity  charges. 

Detectives  Charles  J.  Hainley  and  Neil 
Murphy  then  visited  two  of  the  three  stores. 
Video  Haven  and  Leisure  Time  Video.  They 
found  videotape  boxes  advertising  activity 
that  they  judged  to  be  obscene  under  state 
obscenity  laws  and  removed  a  tape  from  each 
store.  The  police’s  press  release  did  not 
indicate  if  the  detectives  ever  viewed  the 


video.  They  also  left  word  for  the  video  store 
owners  to  call  the  police  station. 

According  to  the  complaint  filed  on  behalf 
of  Video  Haven’s  proprietor,  Daina  Laverty, 
the  detectives  instructed  store  clerk  Susan 
Beaulieu  to  close  down  the  store’s  adult 
video  section.  In  the  lawsuit,  Beaulieu  said 
she  was  intimidated  by  the  detectives  and  felt 
she  had  no  choice  but  to  comply  with  their 
instructions  and  allow  them  to  remove  the 
tape. 

When  Laverty  called  Hainley  later  that 
evening,  he  allegedly  informed  her  that  there 
was  a  state  law  prohibiting  dissemination  of 
obscene  material  and  then  instructed  her  to 
stop  selling  or  renting  adult  videos  or  face 
prosecution. 

Laverty  refused  to  stop  carrying  adult 
videos,  despite  several  subsequent 
discussions  with  police,  where  they  allegedly 
tried  to  coerce  Laverty  into  taking  the  adult 
videos  off  the  shelves.  Laverty  was  charged 
June  14  with  three  counts  of  possession  and 
dissemination  of  obscene  material.  If 
convicted,  she  faces  a  $10,000  fine  and  up  to 
five  years  in  prison. 

Norwood  police  detectives  used  similar 
threats  of  prosecution  on  owners  of  Leisure 
Time  Video  and  Sights  and  Sounds  Video 
Club.  Both  store  owners  removed  adult 
videos  from  their  store  shelves.  The  store 
owners  have  joined  Laverty  in  the  ACLU 
suit  against  Norwood  police. 

At  Sights  and  Sounds  Video  Club,  a  clerk, 
forewarned  of  the  police’s  arrival,  removed 
the  adult  catalogues  and  tapes  from  general 
display. 

Following  a  phone  conversation  with 
Hainley — and  according  to  the  ACLU, 
undercover  surveillance  by  Norwood  police 
— the  proprietor  discontinued  renting  adult 
videos. 

“You  can’t  use  the  threat  of  prosecution  to 
order  bookstores  or  video  stores  to  stop 
engaging  in  activity  that  is  protected  by  the 
First  Amendment,"  said  CLUM’s  Reinstein. 

According  to  Marjorie  Heins,  director  of 
the  ACLU’s  Arts  Censorship  Program, 
“Threats  of  prosecution  are  powerful 
weapons,  not  lightly  ignored  by  retailers  or 
others  engaged  in  distributing  movies  or 
other  works  that  our  constitution  protects 
from  censorship.  Government  officials 
violate  the  First  Amendment  when  they  use 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Dinkins 

Continued  from  page  I 

culminate  in  the  mayor’s  making  a  special 
trip  to  Albany  to  press  legislators  to  pass  the 
bill. 

“Our  strongest  opponents  in  the  legislature 
don’t  doubt  that  hate  crimes  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  occur,”  noted  Foreman.  “They 
just  don’t  care.  This  report  was  supposed  to 
help  the  mayor  make  them  care,”  he  said. 

Peggy  Crull,  research  director  for  the 
report,  confirmed  that  End  the  Hate  was 
designed  to  make  a  personal  impact  on 
senators.  “It  seems  that  the  senators  have 
anxiety  about  letting  the  bill  out  of 
committee,"  Crull  said.  “We  wanted  the 
report  to  make  a  statement  that  overpowered 
this  anxiety.” 

Further,  Katz  said  Dinkins  and  his  aides 
consistently  maintained  that  the  mayor 
would  personally  deliver  the  report  to 
legislators  and  lobby  for  the  bill.  It  was  only 
on  June  15  that  activists  were  informed  that 
Dinkins  instead  would  be  sending  Crull  and 
Marjorie  Hill,  director  of  his  Office  for  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  to  distribute 
the  reports  and  lobby  for  the  bill.  At  that 
time,  Dinkins  promised  to  go  to  Albany  to 
lobby  for  the  bill  within  the  week. 

“The  mayor  had  especially  wanted  to 
personally  talk  to  Sen.  Ralph  Marino,"  said 
Crull. 

Many  activists  believe  that  Marino  (R- 
Nassau),  the  senate’s  Republican  leader,  has 
been  responsible  for  holding  up  versions  of 
the  bill  in  committee  year  after  year.  In  each 
of  the  last  four  years.  Gov.  Mario  Cuomo  has 
sponsored  similar  anti-bias  bills.  Each  bill 
has  passed  in  the  Democrat-controlled  state 
assembly,  only  to  be  stalled  by  Republicans 
in  the  senate’s  majority  committee. 

This  year’s  plan  for  passing  the  bill 
depended  on  Dinkins’  being  able  to  persuade 
Republican  senators  to  allow  the  bill  to  come 
up  for  vote. 

Dinkins,  however,  never  made  it  to 
Albany  that  week.  Instead,  he  spent  June  18, 
the  day  before  the  assembly  vote,  in  New 
York  City  talking  about  the  report  and  the 
need  to  pass  the  senate  bill. 

“You  have  to  understand  that  the  big 
problem  is  that  the  hate  crimes  bill  is 
perceived  as  a  gay  bill,  which  scares  the 
senators  away,”  said  bill  coordinator  Katz. 
“We  had  a  broadly  based  coalition  in  Albany 
supporting  the  bill,  including  ethnic  groups, 
labor  unions,  and  veterans  groups  —  having 
the  mayor  there  would  have  strengthened 
that  broad  base.” 

Katz  maintainted  that  Dinkins’  New  York 
City  press  conference  and  statements  about 
the  report  instead  hurt  the  bill  by 
emphasizing  the  gay  and  lesbian  aspect  that 
makes  Republicans  shun  it. 

At  GCN  press  time,  the  mayor’s  office  had 
not  returned  a  call  requesting  an  explanation 
of  why  Dinkins  decided  not  to  go  to  Albany 
at  the  last  minute. 

Although  Dinkins’  advisors  cited  the 
budget  crisis  as  the  mayor’s  reason  for  not 
going  to  Albany,  Katz  asserted  that  if 
Dinkins  felt  strongly  enough  about  the  hate 
crimes  issue,  he  could  have  taken  a  couple 
hours  to  go  up  there  and  lobby. 

“The  mayor  is  good  with  symbolic 
gestures,  but  not  good  at  follow-through,” 
Katz  added.  “Deep  in  his  heart  I  feel  that  he 
does  care  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  But 
someone  told  him  he  didn’t  have  to  go  to 
Albany  on  this  bill,  and  that  was  a  horrible 
mistake.” 

“Dinkins  didn’t  tell  the  truth  to  the  gay 
community  or  the  public  at  large,"  said  Katz. 
“And  while  the  report  is  powerful,  Dinkins’ 
failure  to  follow  through  makes  it  look  like 
just  a  public  relations  tool  on  his  part.” 

This  year’s  bill,  A6786-A,  passed  in  the 
assembly  on  June  19  by  a  vote  of  124-16. 
But,  as  in  previous  years,  the  senate  version 
of  the  bill  was  stalled  in  a  closed-door 
majority  meeting,  where  Republicans  have 
consistently  prevented  it  from  being  heard  on 
the  senate  floor. 

The  senate  bill’s  sponsor.  Sen.  Roy 
Goodman  (R-Manhattan),  has  indicated  that 
homophobia  is  the  main  thing  keeping  the 
bill  from  the  senate  floor,  according  to  Katz. 

Katz  also  said  senate  Republicans  are 
reluctant  to  give  Cuomo  any  kind  of  victory, 
and  thus  refuse  to  approve  his  hate  crimes 
bill. 

One  argument  Republicans  used  against 
this  year’s  bill  was  the  Democrats’  rejection 
of  last  year’s  “gang  assault"  bill. 

“The  Republicans  said  last  year’s  bill  was 
better,”  said  Katz,  “but  it  only  mentioned 
sexual  orientation  in  the  preamble,  not  in  the 
body  of  the  law.  Basically,  I  think  they  are 
refusing  to  incorporate  the  term  ‘sexual 
orientation’  into  New  York  law.”  He  claimed 
that  one  senator  from  Queens  had  directly 
stated  that  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  if  it  did 
not  mention  sexual  orientation. 

Katz  said  he  believed  that  the  only  hate 


crimes  bill  that  can  pass  the  senate  will 
eventually  have  to  come  from  the 
Republicans.  He  said  he  expects  that  gay 
rights  activists  and  Republicans  will  have  to 
come  to  some  kind  of  compromise. 

But  while  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  bill 
will  make  it  out  of  committee  when  the 
senate  reconvenes  in  the  fall,  Katz 
anticipates  that  the  focus  will  be  on  fiscal 
matters. 

“At  this  point,  we’re  really  looking  at 
1992  to  pass  this  bill,”  said  Foreman.  “We’re 
not  giving  up,  because  each  year  the 
coalition  supporting  the  bill  gets  stronger  and 
broader.” 

Meanwhile,  the  commission’s  Crull  sees 
the  report  as  being  an  invaluable  source  of 
documentation  not  only  for  informing 
Republican  legislators,  but  also  for  gay 
activists. 

“It’s  an  eye-opener  to  read  about  these 
kinds  of  attacks,  especially  if  you’ve  never 
been  a  victim  of  one  yourself,”  said  Crull. 
“The  report  vividly  demonstrates  that  hate 
crimes  against  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  on 
the  rise  and  continue  to  be  under-reported.” 

—ft  led  from  Boston 

PWA 
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since  then  mandating  ways  to  restrain 
prisoners  who  resist,  “in  an  appropriate 
manner.”  The  ACLU,  MAP  and  ACT 
UP/Madison  have  called  for  the  investigation 
to  be  reopened. 

The  three  groups  are  also  calling  for  the 
compassionate  early  release  for  prisoners 
with  AIDS,  identifying  Waupun  PWA  Roger 
Hillman  as  an  ideal  candidate,  partially 
because  his  severe  diabetes  complicates 
treatment  for  his  AIDS  related  conditions. 

Peanut  butter  and  jelly  ‘supplements’ 

Hillman’s  diet  has  been  the  subject  of 
controversy.  While  state  officials  claim  he  is 
receiving  appropriate  dietary  supplements, 
prison  and  AJDS  advocates  say  the  food  he 
is  receiving — which  includes  a  daily 
“supplement”  of  a  peanut  butter  and  jelly 
sandwich — is  grossly  inadequate  and  even 
dangerous  to  his  health.  “According  to 
Roger,  they’re  giving  him  food  that  will  kill 
him,”  said  Greenspan,  referring  to  his 
diabetic  condition  and  the  sugar-filled 
sandwiches.  While  diet  is  a  concern  for  all 
prison  inmates,  Greenspan  noted,  it  becomes 
absolutely  critical  for  those  who  have  AIDS. 

Hillman’s  diabetes  complicates  his 
treatment  in  other  ways  as  well,  because  he 
cannot  tolerate  AZT — the  only  AIDS- 
treatment  drug  available  to  prisoners.  “He 
has  severe  side-effects  from  AZT,”  said  ACT 
UP’s  Junikka,  adding  that  Hillman  has  to 
take  the  drug  sometimes  anyway  when  his  T- 
cell  count  becomes  dangerously  low,  since 
nothing  else  is  available  to  him  as  a  prisoner. 

The  ACLU’s  Greenspan  said  that  forcing 
the  state  to  make  experimental  drugs 
available  to  prisoners  is  a  top  priority,  along 
with  providing  AIDS  education  to  all 
prisoners  and  prison  guards  and  upgrading 
prison  medical  facilities.  “Prisoners  with 
AIDS  do  not  get  the  type  of  daily  care  they 
need,”  she  said. 

David  Clarenbach,  a  state  representative 
from  Madison  who  last  year  sponsored  the 
successful  “Bill  of  Rights  for  PWAs  and 
People  with  HIV,”  said  the  state  is  “violating 
the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  law”  in  its 
treatment  of  prisoners  with  HIV/AIDS.  He 
said  the  law  was  “intended  to  prevent  the 
kind  of  mistreatment  that  the  Department  of 
Corrections  is  engaged  in,”  such  as 
subjecting  HIV-positive  prisoners  to 
humiliation,  loss  of  dignity  and  low 
standards  of  care.  He  emphasized  that 
demanding  the  governor  implement  the 
recommendations  of  his  own  task  force  is 
not  a  radical  gesture  and  denounced  “the 
cavalier  attitude  with  which  the 
administration  is  responding  to  ACT  UP’s 
demands.” 

Members  of  ACT  UP/Madison  have  been 
a  daily  presence  at  the  state  capitol, 
delivering  symbolic  peanut  butter  and  jelly 
sandwiches  and  towels  to  Thompson’s 
office.  In  addition,  they  held  a  march  and  a 
die-in  outside  the  state  DOC  July  1, 
protesting  the  treatment  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS. 

Nelson  of  MAP  stressed  the  importance  of 
education  in  the  prison  system,  calling  for 
“culturally  sensitive  HIV  education  for 
inmates,  staff  and  parole  agents.”  Another 
need,  he  said,  is  on-going  counseling 
opportunities  for  HIV-positive  inmates. 
“Seventy-five  percent  of  inmates  with  HIV 
are  released  back  to  their  communities 
within  five  years,”  he  said.  “There’s  an 
opportunity  to  really  make  an  impact  on 
AIDS  prevention.” 

—filed  from  Boston 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


News  Editor 

Available  in  July:  Coordinate  and 
edit  the  work  of  staff  and  volunteer 
reporters  covering  local,  national  and 
international  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write 
news  stories  as  necessary.  Participate 
in  layout  and  production  of  the  paper. 
Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and 
editing  skills,  ability  to  work  with 
deadlines,  knowledge  of  lesbian  and 
gay  issues. 

Coordinating  Editor 

Available  in  August:  Provide  overall 
coordination  and  administration  of  the 
financial,  administrative,  and  public 
relations  aspects  of  GCN.  Develop 
annual  budgets,  financial  strategies, 
and  fundraising  projects.  Edit  the 
“Community  Voices"  section  of  the 
newspaper.  Assist  coordination  of 
Board  and  staff  committees,  as  well  as 
volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative, 
financial  and  editing  skills  and 
experience.  Experience  with  non-profit 
administration  and  fundraising.  Strong 
interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 
Deadline  for  applications:  July  24, 

1991 

Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Available  in  July:  Half-time  word 
processing,  half-time  classifieds  and 
bookstore  sales.  Coordinate  word 
processing  of  all  articles  for  paper. 
Develop  classified  advertising, 
manage  billing  and  accounts  for 
classified  and  accounts  for  classified 
ads  and  bookstore  distribution,  work 
with  promotions  staff  on  increasing 
bookstore  sales. 

Qualifications:  Typing  60-plus  words 
per  minute,  strong  organizational  and 
business  skills,  promotions 
experience,  familiarity  with  computers 
(Microsoft  Word  software). 

Deadline  for  applications:  July  28, 
1991 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions 
require  commitments  to  lesbian/gay 
liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and 
collective  decision-making. 
Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$21 5/week  and  include  health/life 
insurance  through  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own 
jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for 
innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


Emphasis  on  education 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  with  great  interest  that  we  read  the 
recent  letter  from  ACT  UP/RI  which  was 
printed  in  GCN  (June  23-29).  The  arrogant 
and,  at  times,  silly  tone  (“...the  1990  coupons 
tore  very  easily  when  you  used  them  for 
sex....”)  and  unsubstantiated  misconceptions 
promulgated  in  the  letter  compelled  us  to 
respond  to  ACT  UP/RI ’s  charge  that  Rhode 
Island  Project/AIDS  intentionally 
underplayed  and  hid  our  condom  distribution 
efforts  at  Walk  For  Life. 

ACT  UP/RI  wrote  that  they  (emphasis 
ours)  anticipated  “one  big  bowl  of  condoms 
in  a  prominent  place”  as  opposed  to  handing 
out  condoms  in  plastic  bags/packets  as  was 
done.  Although  we  agree  that  having 
condoms  in  a  prominent  place  is  best  (we'll 
address  this  later),  handing  out  condoms  to 
anyone  willing  to  take  them — as  ACT  UP/RI 
did — is  not  education.  The  packets  the 
Project  distributed  contained  educational 
information:  how  to  use  a  condom,  what  is 
HIV,  how  to  clean  works,  what  is  safer  sex, 
resource  telephone  numbers  for  further 
questions  and  services,  as  well  as  condoms. 
Handing  someone  a  condom  does  not  tell 
him  or  her  to  use  a  water-based  lubricant, 
how  to  unroll  it  or  even  how  to  take  it  off. 
The  Project  could  not  risk  making  the 
assumption  that  people  understand  these 
important  steps  of  using  a  condom. 
Moreover,  giving  someone  a  condom  does 
not  tell  him  or  her  all  the  sexual  things  that 
one  can  do  and  not  need  a  condom  at  all,  nor 
is  a  condom  very  helpful  to  lesbians,  unless 
you  explain  how  to  cut  it  for  use  during 
cunnilingus.  In  short,  handing  out  condoms 
is  extremely  helpful  and  even  a  “thrill,”  but 
it  is  not  education.  We  owe  the  uninformed 
more  than  that. 

On  the  accusation  of  us  “literally  hiding” 
condoms  between  pamphlets,  we  have  to  ask 
ACT  UP/RI  members  how  many  of  our 
education  packets  they  examined  before 
deciding  to  partake  in  Project  bashing.  The 
packets,  for  the  most  part,  were  prepared  by 
our  Hotline  volunteers  between  answering 
calls.  We  were  more  concerned  that  each 
packet  have  condoms  rather  than  asking 
volunteers  from  shift-to-shift  to  insist  that 
condoms  be  in  plain  view.  We  at  the  Project 
have  more  important  things  to  do  than  to 
open  boxes  of  packets  made  by  more-than- 
competent  volunteers  to  make  sure  that  they 
put  condoms  and  brochures  in  a  particular 
order.  We’d  like  to  think  that  our  work  in 
fighting  this  epidemic  is  more  important  than 
that. 

ACT  UP/RI  did  raise  a  legitimate  point, 
however,  in  its  letter:  the  location  of  the 
Project’s  education  table.  We  agree  with  their 
assessment  that  it  was  not  in  a  prominent  nor 
accessible  place.  If  ACT  UP/RI  had  bothered 
to  ask,  they  would  have  known  before 
writing  their  letter  and  reading  our  response, 
that  we  have  already  addressed  this  issue  and 
regard  it  as  a  mistake  not  to  be  repeated.  In 
fact,  one  of  the  proactive  steps  taken  was  to 
disseminate  information  at  the  RI  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  parade  by  actually  handing 
packets — condoms  and  information — to 
people  as  participants  re-gathered  at  the  State 
House  for  the  post-parade  rally. 

While  we  applaud  ACT  UP/RI’s 
encouraging  condom  usage,  as  does  the 
Project,  we  are  appalled  that  they  would  cite 
only  the  Walk  for  Life  event  and  mislead 
your  readers  into  believing  that  the  Project 
“continues  to  consider  the  aggressive  and 
open  promotion  of  condom  use  to  be  a 
controversial  step  in  this  fight,”  when,  as 
many  ACT  UP/RI  members  know,  the 
Project  has  condoms  and  educational 
materials  available  at  most  of  its  fundraisers 
(eg.  Care  to  Dance,  Toto  II),  as  well  as  at 
speaking  engagements,  trainings  and 
outreaches  undertaken  by  its  staff  members. 

Of  course,  we  will  continue  to  provide 
tens  of  thousands  of  condoms,  thousands  of 
dental  dams,  bleach  packets  and  safer-sex 
and  needle-use  information  and  education  to 
Rhode  Islanders  at  risk  for  HIV. 

Sincerely 
Paulaus  Van  Dooremaal 
Derek  Charles  Livingston 
Rhode  Island  Project/AIDS 
Providence,  R.I. 

United  against  Weld 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  obliged  to  offer  a  correction  to 
your  report  on  the  June  10  Lesbian  &  Gay 
demonstration  against  Weld  at  the  Alliance 
reception,  reported  in  GCN  6/16/91. 

For  the  record,  at  the  protest  organized  by 
Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Weld,  those  on 
the  picket  line  included  members  of  several 
organizations,  including  Queer  to  the  Left, 
ACT  UP,  the  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  & 
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Gays,  Queer  Nation,  Cambridge  Lavender 
Alliance,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activist 
Network  (GALLAN)  and  unaffiliated 
individuals. 

We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  walked 
the  picket  line  united  against  Weld  together 
with  all  of  the  groups  and  individuals  named 
above,  including  members  of  the  Alliance 
itself. 

However,  your  report  leaves  out  totally 
one  of  the  principal  groups  responsible  for 
organizing  the  protest — Queer  to  the  Left. 
We  hope  GCN  will  continue  to  report  on  the 
growing  anti-Weld  sentiment  within  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Nancy  Marks 
Ginny  Cutting 
Tess  Ewing 
Hameen  Chemow 
Ed  Hunt 
GALLAN 
Boston,  Mass. 

Why  another  March  on 
Washington? 

Dear  GCN: 

Greetings! 

Shall  we  gather  one  more  time  in  that 
great  political  cesspool  on  the  Potomac? 
What  can  we  hope  to  accomplish  when  we 
do  that? 

1.  Will  our  elected  legislators  welcome  us, 
or  even  take  the  time  to  say  “Shut  up  and  go 
home!” 

2.  Will  we  once  again  enjoy  the  miles  of 
largely  empty  sidewalks  along  the  parade 
route? 

3.  Will  we  have  our  actual  attendance 
totals  estimated  at  one-tenth  of  their  real 
number  by  the  police  and  the  National  Park 
Service  which  will  then  be  broadcast  and 
televised  nationwide  uncritically? 

4.  Which  media  will  ape  Time  and 
Newsweek's  precedent  and  fail  to  report  our 
parade  so  that  for  much  of  the  nation  our 
happening  did  not  happen? 

5.  Which  hotels,  bars,  restaurants,  air-lines 
and  bus  companies  will  pocket  our  scarce 
funds  which  could  have  been  spent  with 
more  effect  locally? 

Yes,  I  am  glad  I  went  to  the  last  march  on 
Washington,  but  1  am  wondering  more  and 
more  about  just  how  effective  all  these 
marches  are.  They  have  to  be  more  than  a 
joyful  ritual.  Perhaps  a  nationwide  zapping 
of  local  and  regional  sites  in  response  to 
some  specific  political  insult  would  have 
more  effect.  So  many  organizations  have  had 


so  many  “marches  of  Washington”  I  doubt 
that  the  politicians  or  the  press  are  much 
impressed  anymore.  Perhaps  something  new 
and  startling  would  be  more  effective. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Laurence  G.  Wolf 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Support  the  Firehouse! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  make  Jamaica  Plain 
residents  aware  of  a  threatened  change  to  our 
community.  Those  of  us  who  have  chosen  to 
live  in  Jamaica  Plain  probably  have  done  so 
in  part  because  we  value  being  a  member  of 
a  tolerant,  multicultural  community.  We 
should  also  commit  to  an  active  role  in 
supporting  community  programs,  both 
through  volunteer  work  and  financial 
support. 

At  the  moment,  the  Jamaica  Plain 
Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center  is  being 
threatened  with  eviction  and  needs  to  raise 
$20,000  in  back  rent  due  to  Bruegger's 
Bagel  Bakery.  The  Firehouse  has  been  an 
important  center  of  arts  activity  in  Jamaica 
Plain  for  years,  and  represents  our 
commmunity’s  commitment  to  diversity  in 
the  arts  for  people  of  all  ages  and 
backgrounds.  The  Firehouse  has  often  hosted 
events  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
(ballroom  dances,  for  example)  and  deserves 
our  support  now. 

An  individual  membership  to  the  Arts 
Center  (659  Centre  Street,  J.P.)  costs  only 
$15,  or  better  yet,  increase  visibility  for  non- 
traditional  families  through  a  family 
membership  ($25).  The  membership  entitles 
you  to  discounts  on  Arts  Center  events  and 
classes,  and  ensures  the  continued  existence 
of  a  non-discriminating  performance  space, 
community  center  and  afterschool  and 
summer  program  for  area  youth. 

Sincerely, 
Laura  Pierce 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Inclusive  games 

[The  Federation  of  Gay  Games  sent  the 
following  letter  to  George  Bush  regarding 
current  U.S.  Immigration  policies  which  ban 
HIV-positive  individuals  from  entering  the 
United  Stales.] 

Dear  President  Bush: 

On  behalf  of  the  Federation  of  Gay 
Games,  we  are  writing  to  ask  that  you  please 
take  a  leadership  role  in  making  sure  HIV  is 
removed  from  the  Immigration  and 


Naturalization  Service's  list  of  exclusionary 
diseases.  Continuation  of  this  policy  means 
hundreds — if  not  thousands — of  athletes 
from  around  the  world  will  not  be  able  to 
participate  in  the  largest  amateur  athletic 
even  in  the  world  in  1994:  Gay  Games  IV  to 
be  held  in  New  York  City  in  June,  1994. 

We  anticipate  more  than  10,000  athletes 
will  come  to  New  York  City  for  Gay  Games 
IV  in  1994.  Of  these,  an  estimated  3000 
athletes  will  be  visiting  the  United  States 
from  other  countries.  Undoubtedly,  some  of 
these  athletes  will  be  infected  with  HIV. 

As  a  bit  of  background,  more  than  7500 
gay  and  lesbian  athletes  participated  in  Gay 
Games  III  in  Vancouver,  Canada,  in  1990. 
For  Gay  Games  II  held  in  1986,  nearly  3500 
athletes  came  to  San  Francisco  from  around 
the  world. 

An  important  concept  of  the  Gay  Games  is 
to  be  “fully  inclusive.”  Everyone  is  invited  to 
participate.  It  is  our  goal  that  no  individual 
be  excluded  from  the  Gay  Games  based  on 
sexual  orientation,  gender,  race,  religion, 
nationality,  ethnic  origin,  political  belief, 
athletic  or  artistic  ability,  degree  of  physical 
challenge  or  HIV  status. 

We  disregard  HIV  status  as  a  basis  for 
non-inclusion  in  the  Gay  Games  because  it  is 
totally  unwarranted  from  a  medical 
standpoint,  and  because  it  unnecessarily 
restricts  and  further  stigmatizes  and 
dehumanizes  an  already  vulnerable  part  of 
our  world’s  population. 

As  you  know,  the  current  U.S.  policy 
denying  entry  into  the  United  States  based 
on  HIV  status  has  been  debated  and  rejected 
by  leading  health  authorities  worldwide, 
including  the  World  Health  Organization,  the 
International  AIDS  Society,  the  International 
League  of  Red  Cross  and  Red  Crescent 
Societies,  the  American  Red  Cross,  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service  and  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
National  AIDS  Commission,  the  American 
Public  Health  Association,  the  Association 
of  State  and  Territorial  Health  Officials,  the 
Council  of  State  and  Territorial 
Epidemologists  and  the  U.S.  Conference  of 
I  ncal  Health  Officials. 

Our  once-every-four-years  Gay  Games  is 
a  major  celebration  of  life — and  pride — in 
ourselves  and  our  global  community.  No  one 
should  be  denied  access  to  this  great  event 
based  on  HIV  status.  Indeed,  no  one  should 
be  denied  any  aspect  of  living  life  to  its 
fullest  based  solely  on  HIV  status.  Coping 
with  an  HIV  diagnosis  is  difficult  enough  to 
begin  with,  let  alone  dealing  with 
disheartening  restrictions  and  limitations. 

Please  do  all  you  can  to  end  exclusion 
from  the  United  States  based  on  HIV  status, 
as  called  for  by  your  own  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services. 

Sincerely, 

Peg  Grey 
Rick  Peterson 
Co-Presidents,  Federation  of  Gay  Games 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

‘Pornographic’  Pride? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  sorry  this  is  not  typed.  But,  only 
inmates  in  honor  dorms  are  allowed  to  have 
typewriters. 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  homophobia 
from  staff  at  the  Northpoint  Training  Center. 
A  fear  we  might  rub  off  on  them. 

I  recently  purchased  a  Gay  Pride  T-shirt. 
The  staff  in  property  room  refused  to  give 
me  the  T-shirt  because  of  two  harmless 
words,  “Lesbians/Gays.”  I  was  told  the  shirt 
was  sexually  explicit,  pornographic  and 
provocative. 

If  the  T-shirt  had  stated  “Together  in 
Pride — Blacks/White,”  I  would  have  been 
given  the  shirt. 

It’s  sad  when  the  administration  don’t 
know  how  to  hide  or  cover  up  their  butt  or 
their  ignorance  when  it  comes  to 
homosexuality.  They  freeze  when  the  words 
gays,  fags,  lesbians  and  queers  are 
mentioned. 

We  can’t  have  this,  we  can’t  do  that.  But  if 
it’s  an  informant,  a  gang  member,  biker  or 
person  of  color,  they  can  have  anything 
printed  on  their  shirts,  such  as  naked  women, 
drugs,  profanity,  a  Black  Bart  Simpson.  The 
prison  staff  will  and  do  allow  and  tolerate 
this.  But  if  a  gay  or  lesbian  has  something  to 
do  with  their  sexuality  on  a  T-shirt,  it’s 
forbidden.  This  is  just  plain  discrimination. 

Everyone  who  purchased  a  T-shirt  or 
anyone  else  please  write 

Warden  Dewey  Sowders 
Northpoint  Training  Center 
P.O.  Box  479 
Burgin,  KY  40310 

and  let  him  know  how  you  feel  on  this.  Also 
anyone  who  can  help  in  a  lawsuit  or  just 
want  to  write  may  contact  me.  I  feel  this 
place  was  wrong  and  I’m  trying  to  change 
things  for  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Wanna  be  what? 


By  Martha  Ertman 

There  are  many  things  to  like  about 
Madonna.  Along  with  being  sexy  and  strong, 
she  has  said  in  the  Advocate  that  straight  mat 
need  to  be  emasculated,  to  be  slapped  around 
and  to  have  another  man’s  tongue  in  their 
mouths  at  least  once  in  their  lives.  She  also 
said  that  she  likes  the  idea  that  people  buy 
her  albums  thinking  she  eats  pussy,  and  that 
she  could  fall  in  love  with  k.d.  lang.  Her 
videos  show  same  sex  kissing  and  sexuality 
(if  brief  and  obscured),  and  she  has  gay  men 
kiss  in  her  concert  film  Truth  or  Dare. 
Between  the  seixness  and  the  hype  about  it  as 
a  gay-positive  film,  I  was  looking  forward  to 
seeing  Truth  or  Dare. 

However,  I  sat  in  the  theater,  growing 
more  disappointed  and  even  angry  as  the  film 
progressed.  I  had  expected  a  gay-  positive 
message,  but  left  feeling  that  Madonna 
indulges  homophobia  over  sexual  liberation 
and  is  using  the  gay  community  to  get  press. 
She  allowed  significantly  homophobic 
strands  to  define  her  film.  Most  offensive  is 
the  role  of  the  one  straight  dancer,  Oliver. 

I  think  that  Oliver  will  be  playing  for  the 
winning  team  before  the  year  is  out.  The 
scene  in  which  he  anxiously  prepares  to  see 
his  father  for  the  first  time  in  five  years 
seems  deliberately  misleading.  The  rift 
between  father  and  son  stems  from  when 


Oliver  told  his  father  that  he  was...  (you 
guessed  wrong!)  a  dancer.  It  is  a  scene  that 
most  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  lived 
through,  and  certainly  any  or  all  of  the  six 
openly  gay  members  of  Madonna’s  dance 
troupe  did  live  through  it.  However,  we  see 
footage  of  the  one  straight  dancer  facing 
down  his  father’s  disapproval  because  he  is  a 
dancer.  Please. 

Second,  Oliver  narrates  a  homophobic 
diatribe  over  footage  of  the  gay  dancers 
celebrating  at  the  gay  pride  parade.  Among 
the  gems  Oliver  shares  with  us  are  his  disgust 
that  they  run  around  in  underwear,  his  wish 
that  they  would  keep  their  sexuality  a  secret 
and  irritation  that  they  are  all  after  him 
(heterosexual  fantasy  #412). 

Finally,  and  most  offensive,  is  Oliver’s 
narrative  over  Sandra  Bernhard’s  brief  (and 
revealing)  appearance  in  the  film.  The 
segment  alternates  between  Sandra  and 
Madonna  chatting  (about  the  woman  Sandra 
has  been  sleeping  with)  and  Oliver  saying 
that  he  can  never  remember  Sandra’s  name 
(“Barnyard?”),  that  she  scares  him  and  that 
she  is  the  type  of  woman  who  would  tie  a 
man  up  in  bed  (heterosexual  fantasy  #413). 

In  short,  Oliver  is  a  homophobe.  And  he 
got  the  most  footage  in  Truth  or  Dare , 
second  only  to  Madonna  herself.  Madonna 
was  the  executive  producer  of  the  film  and 
doubtless  had  control  over  its  production.  I 


hold  her  responsible  for  every  frame. 

I  hesitate  to  be  critical;  Madonna  gave  the 
Advocate  an  interview  when  other  preumed 
lesbian  performers,  such  as  the  Indigo  Girls. 
Tracy  Chapman  and  Whitney  Houston  deny 
or  distance  themselves  from  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  that  supports  them. 
Moreover,  she  features  men  kissing  and 
women  (who  look  like  men,  incidentally) 
being  sexual  with  women  in  her  videos. 
Finally,  she  publicly  encourages  mainstream 
culture  to  get  over  its  homophobia. 

But  Truth  or  Dare  suggests  that  Madonna 
shies  away  from  the  truths  of  the  gay 
community  that  transcend  kissing  playfully, 
emulating  voguers  and  overtly  expressing 
sexuality  as  gay  men  often  do.  We  are  not 
boy  or  girl  toys.  On  the  contrary,  the  gay 
community  is  the  vanguard  of  social, 
political  and  sexual  freedom  movements. 
Madonna  may  parrot  these  truths  to  the 
mainstream  (and  gay)  press,  but  when  she 
had  our  undivided  attention  for  118  minutes, 
her  version  of  the  truth  was  far  more 
homophobic  than  supportive  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Madonna  has  told  us  the  truth,  and 
that  truth  is  that  she  is  apparently  unwilling 
to  give  us  anything  more  than  crumbs. 

Martha  Ertman  co-authored  Lesbian 
Queries  (Naiad,  1990 )  with  Jennifer  Hertz. 
She  lives  in  New  Orleans. 


future.  We  all  need  your  help  from  the 
outside  to  change  things  on  the  inside. 

Thanks. 

Sincerely, 
James  Fitzgerald  #98743 
N.T.C.  P.O.  Box  479 
Burgin,  KY  40310 

Screaming  for  your  support 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  you  this  letter  to  seek  your 
support,  help  and  involvement  in  an 
organization  I  am  trying  to  form.  With  your 
help,  we  can  make  this  organization  a  reality. 
Without  it,  we  won’t  have  anything,  and  no 
one  will  be  left  to  blame  but  yourselves. 

I  am  searching  for  prisoners  who  are  about 
to  be  released  from  prison.  I  am  looking  for 
people  with  experience  in  the  areas  of 
cooking,  secretary  skills,  counseling,  writing, 
people  with  knowledge  of  AIDS,  etc.  I 
would  like  to  involve  as  many  experienced 
gays  as  possible  with  this  organization, 
because  this  organization  will  be  for  and  by 
gays  who  would  like  to  make  it  possible  for 
gays  who  are  being  released  from  prison 
with  no  home,  or  job  to  be  able  to  find 
placement  throughout  the  country.  We  intend 
to  also  be  a  support  group  for  gays  who  are 
HIV  positive,  or  have  fully  contracted  AIDS. 

Being  gay,  I  understand  the  importance  of 
having  support  when  you  return  to  society. 
We  would  like  to  create  the  needed  support 
group  to  help  in  any  given  area  of  need.  We 
want  to  be  sure  that  those  of  you  who  are  in 
need  of  support  find  that  needed  support  and 
don’t  have  to  turn  to  activities  that  will  bring 
you  back  to  prison.  We  want  to  be  your 
counselor.  We  want  to  be  your  shoulder  to 
cry  on.  We  want  to  be  you  job  provider.  We 
want  to  be  that  extension  of  your  life  that 
will  make  it  possible  for  you  to  cope  with  the 
ever-changing  discriminatory  world  in  which 
we  live.  If  we  come  together  in  unity,  we  can 
and  will  accomplish  our  every  goal.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  continue  turning  our  backs 
on  one  another,  we  will  remain  as  we  are 
now.  Power  through  unity  can  bring  about 
the  changes  we  seek.  Without  unity,  we  have 
no  power.  So  let’s  get  off  of  our  butts  and 
make  something  happen  before  it’s  too  late. 

I  am  not  only  seeking  assistance  from 
prisoners.  I  would  like  to  have  the  entire  gay 
community  involved — including  gays  from 
all  walks  of  life  (from  the  hustler  to  the 
professional).  I  desperately  need  the  help  and 
support  from  other  currently  existing  gay 
organizations.  We  want  to  make  this  program 
work.  I  wish  everyone  who  reads  this  letter 
would  just  sit  down,  write  me,  and  I  will 
send  them  more  information  on  my  plans  for 
this  organization.  Don’t  just  read  this  letter 
and  say,  "I  know  they  are  probably  getting 
hundreds  of  responses.”  That’s  not  what  I 
want  or  need.  I  want  to  hear  from  each  and 
every  one  of  you,  because  that’s  what  it’s  all 
about.  Without  you,  we  have  nothing. 
Haven’t  you  turned  your  back  on  the 
community  and  let  them  down  long  enough? 
For  most  of  you  out  there,  the  answer  is  a 
resounding  yes.  So  if  you  are  willing  to  make 
the  change,  then  you  will  be  an  inspiration 
for  the  next  person.  But  if  you  are  not 
willing,  then  your  lack  of  response  could 
possibly  be  the  motivation  to  kill  the  drive  in 


the  next  person.  And  we  can’t  allow  that  to 
happen— right?  RIGHT! 

Again,  I  stress  this  point.  The  community 
and  I  are  counting  on  you.  If  you  let  us 
down,  you  will  be  letting  yourselves  down.  I 
know  you  don’t  want  to  do  that.  So  grab  you 
pen  and  paper  and  start  writing.  I  need  your 
letter  of  support.  I  need  your  ideas.  I  need 
your  input.  You  can  be  a  part  of  making 
something  positive  and  great  come  to  life. 

Gerard  E.  Phelps 
#117296,  Camp  H  Ext.  L/D 
Louisiana  State  Prison 
Angola,  LA  70712 

Be  brazen 

Dear  GCN: 

I  received  the  June  9-15,  1991  issue  of 
your  publication  today  and  was  struck  by  a 
letter  from  Jasmine/Donald  D.  Davis,  Jr  in 
Raiford,  FI.  I  am  currently  a  prisoner  in  the 
federal  system,  however,  I  was  also 
incarcerated  with  the  state  of  Florida.  I  spent 
my  time  primarily  in  Madison,  but  I  also 
spent  some  time  in  Raiford.  I  would  like  to 
address  Jasmine’s  letter. 

To  begin  with,  I  don’t  know  all  the  details 
of  Jasmine’s  problems,  but  I  have  found  that 
in  the  prison  system  someone  who  tries  to 
hide  or  downplay  their  homosexuality  is  the 
one  who  has  the  most  problems.  I’ve  noticed 
that  by  being  “extremely  brazen,”  as  one 
staff  member  called  me,  inmates  and  staff 
alike  tend  to  be  intimidated  by  your 
confidence.  That  does  not  by  any  means 
relieve  all  your  problems,  but  it  usually  gives 
you  an  edge.  Inmates  will  always  harass 
someone  that  they  believe  is  hiding  in  the 
closet.  The  same  attitudes  apply  if  the 
inmates  believe  that  you  are  fooling  around, 
but  trying  to  hide  it.  Being  a  brazen  queen 
has  always  worked  for  me  and  I’ve  even 
earned  respect  from  some  who  I’ve  believed 
to  be  complete  heartless  idiots. 

As  for  the  issue  of  rape,  I  have  only  been 
confronted  with  a  severe  situation  one  time 
while  in  the  Florida  system.  I  was  cornered 
in  the  bathroom  of  the  visiting  room  by  a 
fairly  large  inmate.  He  had  shut  off  the 
lights,  so  I  had  no  way  to  really  fight.  I 
simply  played  along  as  if  I  was  going  to  give 
him  the  blow  job  of  his  life  and  when  I  had 
his  dick  in  my  hand,  I  landed  the  hardest 
blow  my  legs  could  muster  straight  to  his 
groin.  Luckily,  there  was  no  staff  to  be  found 
and  I  never  saw  that  inmate  again. 

As  with  Jasmine,  I  would  say  that  the 
Administration  is  probably  the  biggest 
problem.  It  seems  that  fighting  the 
administration  and  staff  is  a  no  win  situation. 
I  was  raised  to  stand  up  for  what  I  believe  in 
and  question  authority,  so  I  continually  bump 
heads  with  my  custodians.  I  have  spent  half 
my  time  in  the  “hole”  (confinement), 
including  40  days  for  which  I  was  “pending 
investigation”  with  no  explanation  as  to  what 
I  had  done  wrong.  I  continue  to  fight  and  I 
feel  that  lately  things  have  calmed.  At  least 
the  staff  hasn’t  shaken-down  my  room  in  the 
past  two  weeks.  That’s  a  record.  Just 
remember,  there  are  always  people  on  the 
outside  you  can  write — the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  is  one.  Always  keep 
others  informed  of  your  problems  and 


battles. 

I’d  like  others  to  know  that  they  are  not 
alone  and  you  can  survive  the  prison 
experience.  In  fact,  I’ve  made  some  life-long 
friends  and  opened  some  people’s  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  homosexuals  can  be  some  of  the 
best  people  they  ever  meet.  I  always  choose 
to  remember  that  prison  forces  us  to  live 
closely  with  others  who  we  might  ordinarily 
shun.  It  can  make  for  a  real  learning 
experience. 

Jasmine — hang  in  there!  We  grow  from 
our  hardships.  Reach  out  for  help  whenever 
you  need  it. 

Lots  of  love. 
Vanilla 

Keith  DeBlasio  41743-004 
FPC-Talladega  Dorm  3 
501  East  Renfroe  Road 
Talladega,  AL  35760 


GCN  EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  within 
our  pages.  We  welcome  all  contributions 
except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters 
and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space  available 
basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit 
letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  for 
length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those 
of  the  author  and  are  not  intended  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or 
membership. 

All  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  --  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone 
number  with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and 
are  not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of 
the  GCN  staff,  Board  or  membership. 
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OBITUARIES 


Tom  Hannan 

NEW  YORK-Thomas  Aloysius  Hannan, 
founder  of  two  innovative  groups  that  gave 
PWAs  access  AIDS  drugs,  died  of  AIDS  on 
I une  4  at  his  home  in  Manhattan.  He  was  40 
years  old. 

Early  on  in  the  health  crisis,  Hannan 
recognized  the  untapped  potential  of 
community-based  doctors  and  their  patients 
to  study  AIDS  drugs  faster,  more  humanely 
and  with  better  science  than  in  the  traditional 
hospital  setting.  In  1987  in  conjunction  with 
Mathilde  Krim,  loe  Sonnabend  and  Michael 
Callen,  he  founded  the  pioneering 
Community  Research  Initiative  and  served 
as  its  director.  Four  years  later,  Hannan’s 
vision  of  community-based  research  is 
funded  by  the  federal  government. 

Hannan  also  spearheaded  the  non-profit 
buyers’  club  movement,  founding  the  People 
with  AIDS  Health  Group,  an  unprecedented 
effort  at  PWA  self-empowerment.  The  health 
group,  though  making  no  medical  claims, 
recognized  and  procured  promising  AIDS 
drugs,  often  directly  contravening  policies  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  and 
private  commercial  patent  holders. 

Hannan  was  an  opera  singer,  performing 
in  basso-buffo  roles  for  the  Austrian  Radio 
Opera,  among  others.  He  also  acted  in 
musical  comedy  and  children’s  theater, 
including  Gingerbread  Players  and  lack. 
Hannan  was  a  member  of  The  Other  Side  of 
Silence  theater  group,  an  early  lesbian/gay 
troupe.  In  1976  Hahnan  co-produced  the  off- 
Broadway  romantic  revue  Lovesong  at  the 
Village  Gate. 

He  is  survived  by  his  companion,  Carl 
Goodman,  his  parents  and  brother  in 
southern  New  lersey  and  hundreds  of  friends 
and  colleagues. 

— Carl  Goodman 

Igal  Roodenko 

NEW  YORK— Igal  Roodenko,  a 
prominent  pacifist  and  former  chairperson  of 
the  War  Resister’s  League  (WRL),  has  died 
at  the  age  of  74.  According  to  WRL  staffer 
David  McReynolds,  Roodenko  apparently 
died  of  a  heart  attack  on  April  28. 

Known  for  his  socratic,  often  dramatic 
teaching  method,  Roodenko  made  many 
converts  to  pacifism  as  he  stumped  for  peace 
on  lecture  tours  that  took  him  to  many 
college  campuses  and  to  every  state  in  the 
U.S.  He  was  chair  of  the  War  Resisters’ 
League  from  1 1968  to  1972  and  continued  to 
work  in  their  office  until  his  death.  By  trade 
a  printer,  he  was  responsible  for  the  well- 
known  WRL  peace  calendar  as  well  as  work 
for  many  other  radical  groups. 

During  World  War  II  Roodenko  spent 
nearly  two  years  in  prison  as  a  conscientious 
objector  and  was  arrested  hundreds  of  times 
for  peace  and  civil  rights  action.  He  worked 
closely  with  the  prominent  activist  Bayard 
Tustin.  Roodenko  was  openly  gay  in  the 
peace  movement  before  Stonewall  and  later 
told  many  of  his  colleagues  of  his  support  for 
the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA),  a  stance  that  was 
not  popular  even  in  some  circles  of  the 
WRL.  One  of  his  most  recent  causes  had 
been  Men  of  All  Colors  Together. 

— Tom  Reeves 

Michael  Coburn 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Bishop  Michael 
Edward  Cobum,  SGS,  OSJ,  a  leading  figure 
in  the  Western  Orthodox  Church  of 
American,  died  of  complications  due  to 
AIDS  on  April  7  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  Memorial  Hospital  here.  He 
was  45. 

He  served  four  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy 
during  the  Vietnam  War.  As  a  chaplain’s 
assistant,  her  earned  a  citation  for  combat 
support  on  the  U.S.S.  Guadalupe.  He  also 
served  under  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  in  the 
Pentagon.  Upon  leaving  the  military,  he  was 
employed  by  the  Salt  Lake  City  fire 
department.  During  the  1970s,  Coburn 
became  a  doctor  of  acupuncture, 
homeopathy  and  biological  medicine,  and  in 
recent  years  taught  medical  seminars  around 
the  world. 

Over  the  past  decade  he  provided  medical 
and  spiritual  care  to  people  with  AIDS  in 
San  Francisco,  Seattle,  Vancouver  and 
Denver.  He  was  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  interfaith  pastoral  care  to 
people  with  AIDS  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  was 
active  in  training  counselors  working  with 
the  Utah  AIDS  Foundation.  During  the  final 
years  of  his  life,  Coburn  lead  religious 
leaders  in  candle-light  vigils  to  the  Utah 
State  House  to  request  more  AIDS  funding. 
He  also  organized  protests  against  efforts  to 
remove  references  to  homosexuals  in  a 
touring  Holocaust  exhibition  that  appeared  in 
Salt  Lake  City. 

Cobum  is  survived  by  his  mother  and  the 


long-term  friends  who  were  with  him  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Donations  may  be  sent  in 
his  name  to  the  Utah  AIDS  Foundation,  450 
St.  900  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84102. 

— Jay  Richard  DiBiaso 

Steve  Grossman 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Singer  and 

songwriter  Steven  Grossman,  who’s  record 
Caravan  Tonight  was  the  first  openly  gay 
album  released  by  a  major  label,  died  June 
23  at  his  home  of  complications  due  to  AIDS 
at  age  39. 

Caravan  Tonight,  released  by  Mercury 
Records  in  1974,  was  hailed  by  Rolling 
Stone's  Stephen  Holden  as  “one  of  the  most 
auspicious  singer/songwriter  debuts  of  the 
seventies.”  In  Gay  magazine,  Vito  Russo 
described  the  disk  as  “A  godsend!  his  voice 
is  great  and  his  songs  personal  and  beautiful. 
He  is  going  to  be  the  one  to  bridge  the  gay 
between  straight  and  gay  audiences.” 

A  native  of  Brooklyn,  Grossman  moved  to 
San  Francisco  in  1975,  where  he  continued 
to  write  and  occasionally  perform.  For  the 
last  decade  he  worked  as  an  accountant, 
retiring  form  his  post  at  the  University  of 
Califomia-San  Francisco  in  July  1990.  Two 
months  before  his  death,  his  life-long  friend 
Judy  Casselberry  of  the  group  Casselberry- 
Dupree  produced  vocal  tracks  for  14  new 
compositions.  The  release  date  for  this 
compact  disk  is  spring  1992. 

Grossman  is  survived  by  his  family  of 
friends,  who  plan  a  memorial  party  in  San 
Francisco  on  July  7.  For  additional 
information,  call  (415)  355-4533. 

— Billie  June  Darnon 

Doug  Dittman 

BOSTON — Doug  Dittman,  32,  died  at 
home  here  on  June  19  of  complications 
arising  from  AIDS.  His  lover  of  12  years, 
Mark  Curby,  called  me  with  the  news.  Mark 
and  Doug  met  each  other  and  were 
roommates  all  through  their  years  at  Amherst 
College  and  had  been  partners  since  their 
junior  year. 

I  never  expected  to  write  Doug’s  obituary. 
With  his  calm  and  measured  ways  I  would 
have  guessed  Doug  would  outlive  me  by 
years.  The  only  time  questions  of  destiny 
arose  was  during  our  freshman  year 
when — to  encourage  an  independent  streak 
in  each  other — we  made  a  bet  that  whoever 
married  first  would  have  to  pay  the  other 
$50. 

Things  changed,  and  a  few  years  later 
Doug  came  out  and  released  me  from  the 
wager.  It  was  probably  a  bad  idea  all  along, 
how  can  you  bet  on  something  as  tenuous  as 
the  course  of  a  life? 

Mark,  Doug’s  parents  and  older  sister 
Sharon,  and  housemate  Michael  Grossman 
were  all  with  Doug  when  he  passed  away  in 
his  sleep.  Two  days  later,  they  gathered  in 
Boston  with  Ann  Curby,  Tom  Fitzgerald, 
Judy  Curby,  Gayle  Smalley  and  about  60 
other  members  of  Doug’s  extended  family  to 
exchange  stories  and  photos  of  Doug. 

Doug  grew  up  in  Canton,  N.Y.  Following 
college  he  worked  in  Boston  at  Alyson 
Publications  and  at  the  Caption  Center  of 
WGBH-TV.  He  sang  in  the  Tanglewood 
Festival  Chorus  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Gay, 
Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Speakers  Bureau  of 
Boston.  In  the  early  1980s,  he  volunteered  at 
GCN. 

He  loved  singing,  classical  music  and  the 
Russian  language.  He  was  a  candid, 
accessible  and  serious  friend.  He  would  take 
time — even  when  busy — to  talk  or  listen  or 
help  someone  else  with  their  work. 

Doug  knew  he  was  HIV-positive  for  more 
than  two  years  and  had  time  to  think  about 
his  death.  He  asked  that  anyone  interested  in 
making  a  gift  in  his  name  consider  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders,  P.O.  Box 
218,  Boston,  MA  02112,  or  The  D.A. 
Dittman  Memorial  Fund,  c/o  Steve  Blanks, 
Crestar  Bank,  P.O.  Box  200,  Williamsburg, 
VA  23187. 

— Tom  Hannan 

Christopher  Hickey 

CHICAGO — Christopher  Hickey  died  at 
home  July  6  from  complications  related  to 
AIDS.  Raised  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  he  moved 
to  New  York  City  in  the  mid-1970s  where  he 
lived  until  moving  to  Chicago  in  1984.  He 
worked  as  a  medical  technical  technician  and 
administrative  assistant,  and  most  recently 
was  a  meeting  planner  for  the  Illinois 
Criminal  Justice  Information  Authority. 

A  man  with  a  flair  for  style,  Chris  was  a 
creative  cook,  multilingual  world  traveller, 
witty  conversationalist  and  a  John  Waters 
trivia  expert.  Friends  could  always  ask  him 
advice  about  car  mechanics,  home  repair  or 
recipes.  He  was  a  favorite  uncle  to  his  many 
nieces  and  nephews  and  was  affectionately 
known  to  them  as  “Uncle  Crow"  because  of 
his  extensive  knowledge  of  the  Peter  Pan 


soundtrack. 

Chris  was  preceded  in  death  by  his 
partner,  Ralph  Hosmer,  whom  Chris  cared 
for  until  his  own  diagnosis  in  October,  1990. 
His  supportive  family,  who  cared  for  him 
throughout  his  illness,  include  his  mother, 
Anne  McCarthey  of  Hingham,  Mass.;  three 
brothers  and  their  wives,  Kevin  and  Nellie  of 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Brian  and  Sara  of  Chelsea, 
Mich.,  and  Brendan  and  Judith  of  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.;  his  sister  Paula  Pozas  and  ha- 
husband  Valente  of  Elmwood  Park,  Ill.;  his 
cousin  Maureen  and  ha  husband  Michael  of 
Chicago;  and  devoted  friends  Amnon  Zipon, 
Rose  Wishner,  Ellen  Meyers  and  Suzanne 
Kraus,  Randy  Petilos  and  Coleman,;  and 
cherished  dog  Luna. 

A  celebration  of  Chris’  life  will  be  held  at 
a  later  date.  Contributions  may  be  made  in 
his  name  to  Test  Positive  Aware  Network  of 
the  AIDS  Legal  Council  of  Chicago. 

— Ellen  A.  Meyers 

Jim  Perry 

ALBANY — Lesbian  and  gay  rights 
activists  Jim  Perry  died  of  AIDS-related 
complications  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Day,  June  30.  Jim,  41 ,  will  be  remembered 
for  his  leadership  to  secure  lesbian/gay  rights 
at  the  local  an  statewide  levels.  Perry  was 
bom  in  Chicago  and  lived  there  until  moving 
to  Albany  in  1983  with  his  lover,  Joe 
Salgado. 

Perry  was  president  of  the  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  Democratic  Club,  Albany’s 
progressive  lesbian/gay  political  organization 
form  1985-1988.  During  his  tenure,  Perry 
developed  and  implemented  a  political 
strategy  to  secure  passage  of  a  city-wide 
civil  rights  ordinance.  Building  a  coalition  f 
African  American,  religious,  labor,  women’s 
and  progressive  organizations.  Perry 
challenged  an  entrenched  political  machine. 
Perry’s  work  laid  the  groundwork  for 
numerous  coalition-based  electoral  efforts 
that  saw  the  defeat  of  Albany’s  most 
homophobic  Common  Council  member  and 
the  election  of  the  nation’s  first  openly  gay 
African  American,  Keith  St.  John. 

Perry  left  a  lucrative  retail  position  to 
serve  as  the  New  York  State  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Lobby’s  first  executive  director.  He 
developed  their  legislative  agenda  and 
played  a  crucial  role  in  the  passage  of  AIDS 
funding,  the  Health  Care  Proxy  bill  and  the 
AIDS  confidentiality  bill.  He  worked  to 
merge  the  lobby  with  FAIRPAC  to  form  the 
Empire  State  Pride  Agenda  and  served  on 
it’s  board  of  directors  until  his  death. 

His  extraordinary  work  caught  the  eye  of 
lesbian  activist  Ginny  Apuzzo,  who  brought 
him  on  board  to  the  New  York  State 
Consumer  Protection  Board. 

He  is  survived  by  his  lover  Joe  Salgado 
and  a  community  of  friends  and  political 
allies  who  will  miss  him  dearly.  Perry’s 
legacy  of  work  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
will  be  memorialized  by  the  Pride  Agenda  in 
May,  1992,  when  it  hosts  the  first  annual  Jim 
Perry  Lesbian  and  Gay  Leadership  Institute 
in  Albany. 

Memorial  donations  may  be  sent  to  the 
Pride  Agenda,  530  West  23rd  St.  #411,  New 
York,  NY  10023.  □ 


OBITUARY 

POLICY 

GCN  encourages 
anyone  who  would  like 
to  submit  obituaries  for 
publication  to  do  so. 
We  ask  that  obituaries 
be  typed,  double- 
spaced,  and  limited  to 
500  words,  if  possible. 
Include  a  photohgraph, 
if  available.  We  offer 
writing  assistance 
upon  request.  Contact 
the  News  department  if 
you  have  any  questions 
or  would  like  to  make  a 
submission. 
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•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

. . . 

.  •:  x  .  •  - 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


»#< 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


’2chic/SU. 


ATI  TRAVEL, INC. 

Alternative  Travel  Itineraries 
5  %  direct  donation  to  AAC 

245  NEWBURY  STREET 
BOSTON  MA  021 16 
(617)  536-2525 

Spanish,  French,  Portuguese  & 
Mandarin  Spoken 


DIXIE  KITCHEN 

182  Mass.  Ave.  •  Boston 


from  your  prison  within  a  prison. 


Prisoner  poetry 

Laura  Whitehorn  is  one  of  six  anti-imperialist  political  prisoners 
accused  of  bombing  the  U.S.  Capitol  in  protest  of  the  U.S.  invasion 
of  Grenada.  Their  case  is  finally  over,  and  the  prisoners  have  been 
sent  to  various  maximum  security  prisons  across  the  country. 

Whitehorn  is  now  in  general  population  at  the  Lexington 
Correctional  Institute,  the  same  prison  that  housed  the  inhumane 
isolation  unit  for  Susan  Rosenberg,  Alejandrina  Torres  and  Silvia 
Baraldini. 

Editor’s  note:  Special  thanks  to  Susie  Day. 


Laura  Whitehorn 


Prison  Poems,  3-15-91 

Writing  poetry 
in  prison 
is  easy, 

Because  every  minute  is  full  of  heartache 

And  everyone  knows 

heartache 

is  good 

for  poetry. 

Women  torn  from  their  children. 

Women  dying  of  cancer,  dying  of  AIDS 

without  their  families,  without  their  friends 
Women  whose  lives  have  been  destroyed 
by  rich  white  men 
who  have  never  known 
a  minute  of  heartache. 

Every  minute  is  full  of  heartache 
And  everyone  knows 
that  heartache 
is  good  for  poetry. 

To  Susan 
To  Alejandrina 
To  Silvia 

FCI  Lexington,  3-15-91 

Today  I  sneaked  out  of  bounds 

to  steal  a  glimpse  of  the  rec  yard 

where  the  police  had  planned  for  you  to  rec  for  one  hour  a  day 
for  58  years 
for  35  years 
for  43  years. 

There  were  birds  singing  in  lush  Kentucky  bluegreen  evergreens 
outside  the  fence, 

But  you  couldn't  have  seen  them 


Maybe 

if  you'd  stood  absolutely  still 
for  exercise, 

not  moving  feet  that  would  scrape  on  the  concrete, 
you  might  have  caught  a  note  or  two  of  sweet  birdsong. 

Let  me  tell  it:  the  rec  yard  was  a 'desolate  kennel  run- 
cages  inside  a  wall 
wall  inside  a  fence 
fence  inside  another  razorwire  fence. 

From  your  kennel 

if  you'd  stood  absolutely  still 
for  exercise 

maybe  you  could  have  heard  a  fragment  of  birdsong. 

From  inside  your  cage 

the  world  could  still  hear 
every  beat  of  your  beating  heart. 

Written  after  seeing  Straight,  no  Chaser,  a 
documentary  biography  of  Thelonious  Monk,  2-17-91. 

The  auditorium  lights  dim 

and  once  again,  Thelonious, 

I  watch  your  pain. 

(Reverberating  round  notes, 
the  piano  sings.) 

I  watch  your  shoulders. 

That's  where  it  tells 

if  you're  not  completely  sure 
your  ears  are  hearing  things  right. 

Tensed 
hunched 
holding  back 

while  pouring  forth. 

And  suddenly,  sitting  here  in  prison 
at  45 

I'm  back  at  the  Gate  and  the  Vanguard 
at  17, 

Learning  a  little, 

by  watching  you, 
to  respect  a  pain 

so  great  and  so  brilliant 
no  17-year-old  white  kid 

could  comprehend  it. 

But  I  could  learn,  from  you,  to  respect. 

Such  an  important  lesson. 

Such  beautiful  jazz  music.  Thelonious. 

For  G,  3-24-91,  Lexington 

My  tears  flow,  rusty 

with  a  pain  as  old  as  flint, 
anger  old  as  fire. 

Don't  try  to  tell.me 

that  slavery  is  past. 

This  sister  died 

torn  from  her  children, 
locked  away  from  her  family, 
hidden  from  her  friends, 
outcast  among  outcasts. 

In  chains  she  died. 

Yes,  she  too.  Another 
chained  death. 

Another  chained  AIDS  death. 

Shackled  to  pain. 

Shackled  to  loneliness, 

For  the  terrible  crime 
of  ruining  her  own  life 
with  drugs. 

With  her  life  she  touched  mine. 

With  her  death  she  leaves  all  of  us 
to  stop  these  crimes 
and  heal  these  wounds 
Until  our  tears  no  longer  need  serve 
as  ammunition. 
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Unlocking 
the  door  of 
opportunity 

...while  locked  in  a  cell 


By  Tiyo  Attallah  Salah-EI 


There  are  those  inside  and  outside  prison  who  still  question  in  their  minds  and 
hearts  the  proposition  that  most  prisoners  can  learn.  They  also  believe  that  the 
cultural  deficits  of  most  prisoners  are  too  deeply  embedded  to  overcome.  A 
negative  image  of  prisoners  is  most  often  promoted  and  presented  to  the  public 
with  failure  perceived  as  the  scale  upon  which  to  justify  the  building  of  more 
prisons  and  being  “Tough  on  Crime.” 

It  is  unlikely  that  much  will  be  said  about  the  many  prisoners  who,  while  in  prison 
or  after  leaving,  go  on  to  succeed  in  higher  education.  Their  achievements  often  go 
unheralded,  unable  to  fit  into  the  language  of  failure. 

In  my  view,  I  think  that  all  incarcerated  women  and  men  need  to  hear  something 
other  than  the  constant  negativism  that  is  directed  their  way.  Perhaps  we  will  be 
able  to  gain  strength  and  inspirations  from  one  another  and  secure  advice  and  help 
from  someone  they  can  trust. 

I  am  an  African-American  and  presently  incarcerated.  However,  I  choose  not  to 
spend  time  lamenting  the  inadequacies  of  prisons  and  lack  of  meaningful 
educational  programs  that  may  or  may  not  be  offered.  I’d  rather  focus  on  getting  the 
good  news  out  that  most  prisoners  can  attain  high  school  diplomas,  Associates, 
Bachelors  and  Masters  of  Arts,  PhD.  and  law  degrees,  and  move  onward  towards 
attaining  creative,  productive  and  positive  lives.  I  want  to  help  provide  ways  in 
which  prisoners  can  make  a  difference  in  the  areas  of  education  and  their  lives.  I 
want  to  assist  in  the  building  of  bridges,  not  P.R.  for  the  building  of  more  prisons. 

The  history  of  Self-Help  among  African-Americans  offers  models  that  can  be  useful 
for  prisoners  in  the  search  for  innovative  approaches  to  resolving  the  current  crisis 
in  the  criminal  justice  system. 

When  I  look  at  what  is  currently  happening  to  the  majority  of  African-American, 
Latino,  and  poor  white  people,  and  at  the  building  of  more  prisons,  I  become  angry. 
But  I  refuse  to  yield  to  feelings  of  helplessness.  I  choose  to  transform  anger  and 
frustration  into  bold  and  direct  action.  When  others  refuse  to  think  of  ways  to  help 
prisoners,  it  is  more  urgent  that  prisoners  begin  to  create  ways  to  help  themselves. 
This  essay  is  intended  as  an  initial  exploration  into  the  process  that  may  help 
prisoners  learn  to  question  and  transform  themselves  and,  in  the  long  term,  the 
criminal  justice  system.  I  willingly  share  my  “educational  experience”  as  a  possible 
starting  point  for  other  prisoners  to  consider  in  moving  towards  attaining  dignity, 
self-esteem,  self-respect,  self-direction,  self-empowerment  and  academic  freedom. 


uch  controversy  has 
surrounded  the  topic  of 
rehabilitation  of  prisoners. 
Of  late,  the  consensus  of 
opinion  seems  to  be  that 
rehabilitation  processes  do  not  work. 
However,  credit  must  be  given  to  prisons 
(such  as  S.C.I.  Dallas,  Penn.)  which  make 
available  to  prisoners  the  opportunity  to  learn 
about  law  and  related  fields  if  they  so  desire. 
Prisoners  and  the  public  are  rarely  informed 
of  those  who  master  academic/vocational 
disciplines.  , 

One  of  the  most  advantageous  disciplines 
for  prisoners  to  learn  is  law.  This  allows 
prisoners  to  infiltrate  and  perhaps  overcome 
the  very  system  that  originally  overwhelmed 
them.  Although  this  might  begin  as  a 
necessity  of  sanity  geared  toward  proving 
innocence  or  getting  a  reduction  of  sentence, 
many  times  it  ends  with  a  heightened 
awareness  and  increased  knowledge  of  law. 
At  the  root  of  this  is  the  inherent  need  for 
human  beings  to  maintain  morale.  Learning 
the  law  and  filing  legal  papers  on  your  own 
behalf  gives  a  prisoner  a  feeling  of  control 
over  her  or  his  destiny.  Success  creates  not 
only  feelings  of  self-respect,  but  often  leads 
to  the  lessening  of  self-destructive  strategies. 

One  quarter  of  the  African-American  male 
population  in  the  U.S.  ends  up  incarcerated. 
When  you  add  the  numbers  of  other  people  of 
color  it  is  easy  to  see  that  not  only  are  prisons 
overcrowded,  but  that  the  building  of  more 
prisons  provides  financial  opportunities  on  a 
grand  scale  to  the  real  estate,  construction  and 
insurance  industries,  as  well  as  increasing 
local  and  state  political  and  economic  power. 
Most  prisoners,  their  families,  friends  and 
loved  ones  are  aware  of  the  negative  effects 
of  a  lengthy  stay  in  prison,  and/or  the  “in-out, 
back  in,  back  out,  back  in”  syndrome.  It  is 
indeed  often  easier  to  diagnose  a  problem 
than  to  facilitate  the  prognosis. 
Empowerment  as  a  goal  of  education  for 
incarcerated  men  and  women  can  be  attained 
while  in  prison  and  expanded  to  include 
families,  friends  and  community.  I,  along 
with  many  others,  have  personally 
experienced  this  peculiar  prison  phenomenon. 

It  is  important  to  not  only  understand  why 
the  vast  majority  of  incarcerated  women  and 
men  lack  basic  academic  skills,  but  to 
seriously  consider  ways  to  correct  the 
problem.  It’s  time  we  look  into  the  nitty-gritty 
of  prisoner  needs  and  hang  ups.  And  from 
there  we  can  go  on  to  consider  whether  it 
might  ever  be  possible  for  prisoners  to 
accomplish  self-determination  and  self¬ 
empowerment. 

Most  prisoners  are  politically 
disenfranchised.  Prisoners  have  no  voice  in 
decisions  that  affect  their  lives  while 
incarcerated.  The  prisoner  is  told  what  to  do, 
when  to  do  it,  how  to  do  it  and  where  to  do  it 
Add  in  the  schedule  concerning  eating, 
showers,  count  time,  visits,  recreation 
activities  and  sleep,  and  almost  all  hours  of 
the  day  have  been  planned  by  the  prison  staff. 
Overall,  there  is  no  real  responsibility  given  to 
the  prisoner. 

The  major  program  in  prison  is  to  program 
the  prisoner.  The  key  focus  is  to  contain  and 
maintain  prisoners,  not  the  education  of 
prisoners.  In  short  this  sort  of  policy  actually 
translates  into  the  continuation  of  the 
development  of  the  underdevelopment  of 
prisoners. 

Let’s  look  at  some  possible  remedies.  First 
off,  we  need  to  fact  the  fact  of  our 
incarceration.  We  have  to  stop  kidding 
ourselves  and  playing  games.  We  must  first 
organize  ourselves,  beginning  with  ourselves. 
I  decided  to  participate  in  my  education.  In 
that  process  I  discovered  a  community  of 
friends  and  supporters.  I  turned  this  cell  into  a 
field  of  action,  a  base  of  power.  I  found  out  I 
could  study  eagerly  and  learn  prodigiously  for 
the  best  of  possible  reasons — my  own 
reasons. 

For  me,  the  key  to  unlocking  the  “door  of 
education  and  opportunity”  was  when  I 
decided  to  take  control  of  my  life.  During  this 
journey.  I’ve  also  experienced  a  profound 
spiritual  awakening  that  enabled  me  to  cease 
all  previous  nefarious  activities  and  habits. 

I  strive  to  pass  on  information,  free  of 
charge,  and  I  hope  inspiration ,  about  ways  in 
which  other  prisoners  may  be  able  to  attain 
and/or  surpass  their  goals. 

If  our  efforts  are  to  succeed,  society  must 
be  adamant  in  mandating  prisons  to  provide 
all  prisoners  with  a  decent  general  education, 
tangible  job  opportunities  and  hope  for  the 
future.  The  nation’s  prisons  warehouse 
countless  numbers  of  poor  people,  among 
them  many  of  the  brightest  and  brashest 
African  Americans  and  Latinos,  who  refuse  to 
settle  for  passivity.  It  is  absolutely  imperative 
that  people  in  and  out  of  prison  move  into  a 
renewed  stage  of  communal  activism  to  assert 
leadership  in  effecting  change. 

In  pragmatic  terms,  we  must  analyze 
existing  “prison  programs”: — meager  though 
they  may  be — to  assess  precisely  how  they 
work  or  do  not  work,  while  forming  ourselves 
into  political  organization  to  structure  our 
own  recommendations.  We  need  to  gather  and 


duplicate  whatever  is  valuable  and  bring  in 
existing  persons  to  impart  and  interpret 
information  and  share  experiences.  Prisoners 
can  serve  as  a  barometer  for  the  nation. 
Already  there  does  exist  a  group  of  talented 
prisoners  who  can  play  a  vital  role  in 
contributing  to  the  fermentation,  formulation 
and  facilitation  of  wiser  and  much  better 
prison  policy  and  education  for  prisoners. 

I  choose  to  accent  the  positive  and  promote 
the  success  of  some  prisoners.  The  so-called 
stigmas  placed  upon  prisoners,  like  poor 
motivation,  low  self-esteem,  discipline 
problems  and  even  perceived  learning 
disabilities,  can  be  overcome  for  the  vast 
numbers  of  prisoners.  By  unmasking  and 
acknowledging  the  “continued  development 
of  the  underdevelopment  of  prisoners,”  we 
can  get  down  to  the  business  of  education 
reform  fully. 

At  root,  the  basic  question  to  address  is 
whether  this  society  seriously  intends  or  even 
desires  to  educate,  much  less  rehabilitate, 
prisoners.  Some  view  the  task  ahead  as 
Sisyphean  in  nature.  I  disagree.  We  already 
know  more  than  we  need  to  begin  to  “correct 
corrections."  Whether  we  do  it  must  depend 
on  how  we  feel  about  the  fact  that  we  haven’t 
done  so  thus  far.  It’s  up  to  us  to  forge  ties  of 
mutual  support  and  exchange  information 


CORRESPONDENCE 
STUDY  FOR 
PRISONERS 


More  than  70  colleges 
and  universities  in  the 
U.S.  offer  fully-accredited 
correspondence  courses. 
Almost  all  will  enroll 
students  (in  or  out  of 
prison)  living  anywhere  in 
the  world.  Thousands  of 
courses  are  offered  for 
credit  ir\  virtually  every 
academic  and  technical 
area. 

Although  most  schools 
offer  courses  in  popular 
areas  of  study  (business, 
education,  psychology, 
etc.),  some  highly 
specialized  courses  (such 
as  range  management, 
cinematography,  modern 
Arabic,  etc.)  are  available 
at  only  one  or  two 
schools. 

The  great  majority  of 
courses  are  at  the 
undergraduate 
(Bachelor’s)  level,  but 
many  students  in  Masters 
and  Doctoral  programs 
can  benefit  from  them 
also,  either  to  meet 
course  requirements  of  to 
increase  personal 
knowledge. 

It  is  possible  to  earn  the 
accredited  Bachelor’s 
degree  at  either  the 
University  of  the  State  of 
New  York  or  Thomas 
Edison  State  College 
entirely  from  a  prison  cell 
by  correspondence  * 

courses. 

A  complete  listing  of 
correspondence  courses 
can  be  found  in  a  book 
that  costs  only  $8.95,  is 
revised  biannually,  and 
can  be  bought  at  most 
bookstores:  The 
Independent  Study 
Catalog:  The  NUCEA 
Guide  to  Independent 
Study  Through 
Corresp  ondence 
Instruction. 

You  can  order  the  book 
from  Peterson’s  Guides, 
Princeton,  N.J.  (add  $1.75 
for  postage  and  handling). 


and  skills,  or  we  could  perish,  especially 
African  Americans  and  Latinos. 

Too  often  mainstream  inquiries  into 
matters  concerning  the  education  of  prisoners 
are  framed  by  legislators  and  politicians.  It 
appears  that  this  group  of  power  brokers  are 
aiming  to  solve  a  situation  caused  by 
exploitation  by  imposing  further  exploitation. 
Today  more  African  American  men  are  in 
prison  than  in  college.  The  number  of 
African  Americans  attending  college  stands 
at  26  percent,  down  from  33  percent  in  1976. 
College  educated  black  men  have  an 
unemployment  rate  four  times  greater  than 
their  white  peers.  The  condition  of  the  poor 
and  many  African  Americans  in  particular  is 
due  to  capitalism  and  the  political  agenda  of 
the  “power  elite”  in  the  U.S. 

African  Americans  and  other  people  of 
color  are  most  often  victims  before  they  are 
perpetrators.  It  is  therefore  impossible  for 
many  African  Americans  to  look  upon  the 
crisis  of  crime  in  the  U.S.  as  it  affects  black 
people  and  society  at-large  without  exploring 
the  question,  “Who  are  the  real  criminals?” 
The  areas  of  deep  concern  to  African 
Americans  are  too  many  and  too  complicated 
for  any  one  writer  or  scholar.  It  is  impossible 
to  venture  to  address  the  whole  without  the 
accompanying  voices  of  men  and  women 
from  across  the  spectrum  of  the  African 
American  community,  both  inside  and 
outside  of  prison. 

In  the  fact  of  tremendous  odds,  physical 
and  mental  pain  and  slavery,  African 
Americans  have  been  more  self-reliant,  by 
any  measure  of  social  adaptability,  having 
survived  despite  government  and  corporate 
polices  aimed  at  perpetuating  their 
impoverishment.  Prisoners  can  do  the  very 
same  thing. 

Since  we  as  prisoners  are  often  the  most 
directly  affected,  it  is  necessary  to  develop  a 
keener  awareness  of  the  inter-related  roles  of 
race,  class  and  gender  oppression,  including 
the  institutional  white-male-over-black-male 
oppression,  which  in  this  patriarchal  society 
underpins  everything  else. 

Some  prisoners  who  read  this  may  have 
questions  and/or  doubts  that  “prisoner 
education  success  stories”  could  become  part 
of  their  lives.  Maybe  questions  about  money 
to  pay  tuition,  academic  requirements,  need 
for  books  and  supplies,  etc.  could  pop  up  in 
one’s  mind.  If  such  thoughts  are  beginning  to 
from  in  your  mind,  it’s  good  and  is  the  first 
step  in  climbing  up  the  education  ladder. 

Allow  me  to  say  that  regardless  of  the 
prison  you  may  be  in,  you  can  “reach  out” 
(via  writing  letters  to  schools,  colleges, 
newspapers,  etc.),  request,  and  most  times 
receive  a  positive  response.  If  you  are 
interested  in  music,  art  history,  psychology, 
political  science,  and  so  on,  you  can  locate  an 
accepted  college  that  offers  GED,  AA,  BA 
and  MA  programs.  In  most  states  and  in  most 
prisons,  the  Pell  Grants  are  given  to  prisoners 
who  attend  college.  In  short,  the  prisoner 
must  be  willing  to  go  for  it  and  make  the 
effort  to  capitalize  on  the  opportunity.  Once 
that  decision  is  made  and  acted  upon,  often 
times  truly  amazing  things  begin  to  happen. 

It  may  be  possible  that  a  large  segment  of 
prisoners,  by  educating  themselves  while  in 
prison,  could  become  the  primary  force  in 
bringing  about  constructive  change  in  the 
penal  system.  Although  prisons  in  each  state 
may  have  a  different  set  of  rules  and 
programs,  each  prisoner  must  deal  with 
stress,  pressure,  hopes,  fears,  desires  and 
dreams.  We  entombed  souls  may  be  hindered 
in  our  natural  movement,  and  outwardly  oral 
expression  of  our  esoteric  thoughts;  however, 
we  possess  the  power  to  think.  Prisoners  have 
the  ability  to  navigate  around  most  of  the 
rules  set  by  the  prison. 

As  prisoners,  we  occupy  a  position  of 
uncommon  and  exciting  advantage  if  we  will 
only  elevate  our  gaze  high  enough  to 
recognize  it.  Most  prisoners  that  I  know  want 
to  better  themselves  academically,  politically 
and  socially.  In  my  view,  power  properly 
understood  is  the  ability  to  achieve  purpose. 
It  is  the  strength  required  to  bring  about 
social,  political  and  economic  changes.  In 
this  sense,  power,  like  prisoner  education,  is 
not  only  desirable  but  necessary  in  order  to 
implement  the  healing  and  helping  process 
for  prisoners.  In  whatever  form  power  comes 
to  the  people,  it  is  most  often  by  organized 
efforts  to  achieve  it,  essentially  through  these 
means:  ideology,  politics  and  economics. 
Cooperation,  then,  rather  than  competition  is 
the  essential  principle,  not  just  for  prisoners, 
but  for  all  poor  folks  on  this  planet. 
Dialectical  materialism  is  alive  and  well 
inside  prison  walls.  The  task  is  to  begin  to 
make  ourselves  and  others  aware  that 
“prisoners  have  power”  and  worth  (e.g.  many 
states  spend  $15-24,000  a  year  to  maintain 
just  one  prisoner).  We’re  talking  “big  bucks.” 
The  “system”  needs  prisoners  in  order  to 
exist.  Why  not  cut  yourself  in  on  a  “piece  of 
the  action?”  Learn  how  to  attain  the 
credentials  that  “the  system”  requires  in 
order  to  play  “the  game."  □ 


SUCCESS  STORIES 

Robert  Young  was  Jailed  three  times  In  federal  and  state 
prisons  In  California  In  the  mid-1960s.  After  his  final  release, 
he  earned  a  B.A.  at  California  State  Unlverslty/San  Diego  and 
then  decided  to  go  to  law  school.  He  was  turned  down  by  1 1 
schools,  but  was  finally  accepted  at  McGeorge  School  of  Law 
In  Sacramento.  After  graduation,  Young  spent  three  years  In 
private  practice  and  three  more  as  an  assistant  district 
attorney.  In  1977  he  was  elected  to  the  Justice  Court  of 
Auburn,  California.  Judge  Young  summarizes  his  philosophy 
this  way:  “I  don’t  take  no  for  an  answer.” 

By  the  time  he  was  1 3-years-old,  Alan  Haber  had  lived  In  12 
different  foster  homes.  By  the  time  he  was  21 ,  he  had  been  In 
five  additional  Juvenile  and  adolescent  Institutions.  He  had  an 
extensive  criminal  record,  with  approximately  15 
misdemeanors  and  three  felony  convictions.  He  was  a  heroin 
addict  for  over  18  years.  Now,  Al  works  as  Assistant  Chief 
Law  Clerk  for  the  New  York  Supreme  Court.  He  received  his 
high  school  diploma  while  Incarcerated  and  his  Associate  In 
Arts  degree.  Released  from  prison  In  1977,  Al  continued  his 
educational  advancements,  first  earning  a  B.A.  In  1980  from 
Columbia  In  New  York.  Then,  on  a  Root-Tllden  Scholarship  at 
N.Y.U.  School  of  Law,  he  became  an  excellent  law  student.  He 
later  became  president  of  the  Fortune  Society  in  New  York 
City,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Project  Green 
Hope,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Advisors  of  the  Bayvlew 
Correctional  Facility  and  a  frequent  guest  lecturer  at 
Columbia,  Hofstra  University,  N.Y.U.  and  other  universities. 

Bill  Witherspoon  was  arrested  In  Chicago  In  1959  and 
charged  with  killing  a  police  officer.  In  1960,  Bill  was 
sentenced  to  die  In  the  electric  chair  at  the  Cook  County  Jail. 
The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  agreed  to  hear  his  case  In  1967,  after 
nine  years  on  death  row.  The  Supreme  Court  set  aside  Bill’s 
death  penalty  sentence.  Bill’s  sentence  of  death  was 
“reduced”  to  50-100  years  In  prison.  He  was  transferred  to 
Joliet  Prison.  The  Illinois  Department  of  Corrections  approved 
work-release  for  Bill  working  with  a  drug  and  alcohol  rehab 
center.  He  was  sent  to  Sheridan  Prison,  filed  suit  for  being 
transferred  without  any  due  process  and  ordered  by  the  court 
to  be  placed  back  In  work-release.  This  time  he  was  placed  In 
the  Carbondale,  llllnold,  Work-Release  Center.  When  his  parole 
hearing  came  up  he  was  once  again  taken  off  work-release 
and  placed  back  In  Sheridan.  He  filed  another  lawsuit.  This 
time  the  court  found  the  director  and  warden  In  contempt  of 
court  and  ordered  Bill  back  Into  work-release.  Bill  went  to 
work  for  the  Prison  Legal  Aid  at  Southern  Illinois  U..  He  helped 
senior  law  students  prepare,  research,  file  and  argue  briefs 
before  the  different  federal  and  state  courts.  Bill  filed  a 
federal  civil  rights  action  against  the  Illinois  parole  system, 
and  after  nine  years  on  death  row  and  20  years  In  prison,  Bill 
was  released  on  parole  in  1979.  He  works  as  a  counselor  for 
START,  where  he  Is  responsible  for  finding  Jobs  and  housing 
for  ex-offenders  leaving  the  Michigan  prison  system.  He  is 
now  “fighting  like  hell”  against  the  death  penalty. 

William  L.  Brown  was  appointed  for  a  two-year  term  to 
represent  the  Association  on  the  Board  of  the  National 
College  of  Criminal  Defense.  Brown  found  himself  In  prison  at 
a  young  age,  withdrawing  “cold  turkey”  from  a  $100-a-day 
heroin  habit.  He  taught  himself  how  to  read  and  write  In 
prison.  He  went  on  to  receive  his  G.E.D.  and  an  A.A.  degree 
from  Mlaml-Dade  County  Community  College;  he  then  enrolled 
in  Blscayne  College.  He  pushed  on  to  earn  a  B.A.,  M.A.,  and  a 
Ph.D.  Now  a  professor,  Brown  teaches  criminal  procedure  at 
West  Texas  University. 

John  Irwin  Is  recognized  as  one  of  the  top  prison  experts  In 
the  U.S.  today.  He  served  time  at  Soledad  Prison  In  the  late 
1 950s.  Working  toward  his  Ph.D  In  sociology  from  U.  of 
Calif  ./Berkeley  In  1968,  Irwin  Published  his  dissertation,  The 
Felon,  which  sold  well  over  100,000  copies.  In  1971,  he  co¬ 
authored  Struggle  for  Justice:  A  Report  on  Crime  and 
Punishment  In  America.  He  also  published  The  Scenes  (1978) 
and  Prisons  In  Turmoil  (1980).  He  now  is  a  tenured  professor 
of  sociology  at  San  Francisco  State  College. 

John  Maher  was  addicted  to  drugs  at  age  1  2  and  spent  the 
next  ten  years  supporting  his  habit  through  burglary, 
shoplifting  and  drug  pushing.  He  later  became  President  and 
Chairperson  of  the  Delancey  Street  Foundation,  an 
organization  founded  on  his  belief  that  the  human  wreckage 
caused  by  drugs  Is  salvageable.  Continued  on  page  10 
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Continued  from  centercpread 

In  1973,  Ron  LeFlore  was  serving  a  term 
of  five  to  fifteen  years  at  the  state  prison  in 
Jackson,  Michigan.  Years  later  he  was  a  star 
left  fielder  for  the  Montreal  Expos  baseball 
team.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Carter 
to  the  National  Advisory  Committee  on 
Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention. 

Benjamin  Raybom  was  a  World  War  II 
veteran.  After  release  from  the  service, 
finding  no  work  available  for  a  person  who 
had  not  completed  high  school,  he  turned  to 
crime.  He  became  the  leader  of  the  “Benny 
Denny”  gang,  which  terrorized  the  eastern 
U.S.  Ben  was  tried,  found  guilty  and 
sentenced  to  “life”  and  30  years  on  Federal 
charges  of  bank  robbery.  He  did  time  in 
Kentucky,  Alcatraz  and  Atlanta.  While  in 
prison  he  studied  law.  He  became  so 
respected  for  his  legal  skills  that  one  day  he 
was  called  from  his  Atlanta  prison  cell  to 
serve  as  an  expert  witness.  Later,  his  life 
sentence  was  terminated  because  he  was 
“denied  any  due  process  hearing.”  Later  on 
he  filed  a  habeas  corpus  concerning  his  30- 
year  federal  sentence.  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  granted  Ben’s  habeas  corpus  and  he 
was  released  on  bail  pending  review  of  a 
post -conviction  petition  in  1969.  Upon  his 
release,  he  started  working  at  Emory  U. 
School  of  Law  coordinating  legal  services  on 
behalf  of  prisoners  at  the  Atlanta  Prison 
(1961-71).  He  then  joined  the  Federal 
Defenders  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  as  the  Chief 
Legal  Research  Associate. 

Tiyo’s  story:  Before  being  sent  to  prison,  I 
graduated  from  high  school,  then  enlisted  in 
the  Army.  I  was  wounded  while  serving  in 
Korea  and  in  1953  was  honorably  discharged 
with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  I  got  married  in 
1954  and  began  a  thirty  year  experience  as  a 
jazz  musician  and  also  engaged  in  many 
negative  activities  (drug  sales,  abusing 
women,  lying,  stealing,  assault  and  battery 
and  shootings).  I  was  sentenced  to  “life"  in 
1975. 

I  was  filled  with  anger,  frustration  and 
confusion  when  I  arrived  at  prison.  It  took 
about  two  or  three  years  to  “cool  down” 
enough  to  realize  and  face  the  seriousness  of 
my  situation.  My  interests  in  sports  and 
music  were  instrumental  in  pointing  me 
towards  attending  a  few  college  courses  that 
were  offered  here  at  S.C.I.-Dallas,  PA.  I  also 
wrote  to  Monty  Neill,  who  at  the  time  was 
the  director  of  the  Prisoner  Education 
Program  at  Franconia  College.  I  requested  his 
help  and  Monty  became  (and  remains)  my 
friend,  brother  and  mentor.  He  guided  me 
towards  political  awareness,  inner  peace,  a 
B.A.  in  African-American  history,  an  M.A.  in 
political  science,  and  appointment  as  a 
program  advisor  for  Beacon  College  and 
director  of  the  Prisoner  Education  Program. 

During  the  past  1 5  years  I  have  composed 
and  recorded  music,  become  a  member  of 
ASCAP,  coached  and  played  football,  wrote 
articles  for  Radical  Teacher  and  the  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  and  become  a  member  of 
the  National  Lawyers  Guild.  Two  years  ago  I 
applied  to  and  was  accepted  at  a  law  school. 
Prof.  Denise  Cardy  Bennia,  Assoc.  Dean  of 
City  University/New  York  Law  School 
reviewed  my  first  year’s  work.  Upon  her 
recommendation  I  was  awarded  funding  from 
the  Davis-Putter  Scholarship  Fund.  I  recently 
submitted  an  application  to  Temple  U. 
requesting  admission  to  the  Ph.D  program 
offered  by  the  Dept,  of  African-American 
Studies. 

I  have  established  and  maintained  solid 
academic  and  social  relationships  with 
scholars  like  Howard  Zinn  and  Herb  Gintis, 
as  well  as  other  women  and  men  who  are 
involved  in  helping  to  bring  about  positive 
social  change. 

My  achievements  pale  in  comparison  to 
the  accomplishments  of  the  other  people 
mentioned  in  this  article.  There  are  many 
other  incarcerated  women  and  men  striving 
to  attain  positive  goals.  As  strange  as  it  may 
sound,  "Life"  in  prison  may,  in  a  peculiar 
way,  become  a  positive  “good  life"  inside  a 
prisoner’s  mind,  heart  and  soul. 

Yes,  some  prisoners  can  grasp  that  “inner 
magic  and/or  power"  within  themselves  that 
will  inspire  them  towards  attaining  self- 
determination  and  self-empowerment.  Some 
prisoners  can  and  will  become  productive 
and  creative  both  in  and  out  of  prison.  You 
and  1  are  not  alone  in  our  drive  towards  a 
more  loving,  peaceful  and  sharing  lifestyle. 
Start  believing  in  yourself.  Believe  me,  the 
mind  is  a  powerful  thing  to  use! 

If  you  want  more  information  on  the  nuts 
and  bolts  of  how  to  get  started,  feel  free  to 
contact  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62 
Berkeley  SL,  Boston,  Mass.,  02116. 


NEW  GROUPS 
STARTING 

HIV  Asymptomatic  Support 
group:  12  week  group 

PWA  Symptomatic  Support 
Group:  on-going  group  starting 
September  1 

Discordant  Couples  Group: 

12  week  group  for  gay  male  couples 
with  different  HIV  status.  Starting 
in  August 

Women  with  HIV  Group 

HIV  Orientation  Group:  8  week 
group  starting  in  August 

for  more  information  call  Ann 
at  617-267-0900  X302 

7CS1  I  S  Community  Health  Center 

H  Fenway 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

35 1  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  M  A  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX 

By  Voice  Tel  Phone 
ANSWERING  A  MESSAGING 

Discreet,  Password  protected 
National  network. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MULLIKEN  ARCHITECTS  INC. 

161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston,  M  A  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  lor  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  "Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  S  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617*669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  — 

I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
CambrldgWSomervllle 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 


RONS  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL 
M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 

Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)861-6768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341. 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  tram  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  lor  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbrldge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WOMENS  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
lor  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  M  A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  tloor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  ol  Boston. 

24- hr.  service 1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie*  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  corrplete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Frl. 
9-9  Walk-fn  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care.  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Sen/ice  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork.  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  tor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  tree 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  S 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  tor  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrfcus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic. 
Massage.  Polarity 
7  Haviland  St.  Boston.  MA 
(617)  267-0900  x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St..  PO  Box  1 762 
Boslon,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  Irom  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner- author- film/' 
commls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863  8448 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MCKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Lott 
Boslon.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

LEWINGER,  MASON  & 
DUFFY.  P.C. 

Hingham,  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston.  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  Si. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524  6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
'Boston's  Gay  Chamber  ot 
Commerce'  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  Si. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713CenlreSI. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  ol 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11.  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  M  A  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcrott  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

8oston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 
Private  baths.  Fireplaces.  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  wak  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor  Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  M  A  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM.F4PM-2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 
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THE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


Indigo  Summer: 

FRIDAYS  G  SATURDAYS! 


No  cover  Until  10: 30pm  Every  Friday  and  Saturday! 


Saturday! 

Dancing  on  ?  Floors  Top  40  Up/Altornative  Down  ?  DJ’s 
All  nou  dance  lighting  and  sound  effects! 


THURSDAYS! 

No  cover  all  night.  Ticket  give  sways  to  Grealwods  concerts. 
Every  Thursday  £  only  on  Thursday! 


THE  BEST  IN  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  CONTINUES! 

Angiut  22  TWO  NICE  GIRLS  8:00  and  10:00pm  August  23  8:00  and  10:00pm  PERRON 

Tickets  for  all  ihom  on  sale  now  at  Nlghtstage  Box  Office 
and  all  Tlcketmaster  Location*  Charge  by  Phone  (617)  931-2000 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


■>  y .»« 


Recent  nationwide  health  surveys  show  that  lesbians  are  not  receiving  the  kind  of 
quality  gynecological  care  we  need  to  stay  healthy.  At  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  we're  committed  to  providing  lesbians  with  affordable,  comprehensive  health 

care.  And  that  includes  first-rate 
gyn  services.  Our  new  gynecologist, 
Nina  Carroll,  M.D.,  is  part  of  our 
recently  established  Women's  Health  Team.  Dr.  Carroll  is  dedicated  to  meeting  the 
health  care  needs  of  the  women's  community. 


Lesbians  Need 
Quality  Gyn  Care. 


Photo  By:  DEBBIE  RICH 


Our  services  include: 

•  Patient-Centered,  General  Health  Care 

•  Full  Gynecological  Care 

•  Breast  and  Pelvic  Exams 

•  Pap  Tests 

•  Care  for  Endometriosis,  Pelvic  Pain, 
and  Menopause 

•  Biopsies 

•  Outpatient  Surgery 

•  STD  Testing 


Our  Women's  Health  Team  consists  of  a  primary  care  physician,  a  gyn  nurse  practitioner, 
and  Dr.  Carroll.  Each  time  you  visit,  you'll  be  cared  for  by  the  same  team  of  health 


care  professionals,  all  dedicated  to  providing 
sensitive  health  care  that  affirms  who 
you  are.  Take  charge  of  your  health; 
give  us  a  call  at  (617)  267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
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AIDS 

Continued  from  back  pagt 

parole  bill  that  would  allow  early  release  for 
terminally  ill  prisoners.  I  said  to  the  the 
person  who  was  trying  to  sell  this,  that  in 
New  York  a  lot  of  us  would  be  better  off  in 
prison.  I  know  this  sounds  crazy  because  you 
read  all  the  stuff  about  how  people  die  twice 
as  fast  in  prison  and  people  are  just  dying  to 
get  out. 

The  logic  behind  this  statement  is  this:  had 
I  been  told  when  I  was  in  prison,  especially 
when  I  was  at  Clinton,  that  we’ve  got  a 
group  out  here  and  we’re  doing  everything 
possible  to  get  you  out,  I  would  have  said, 
“Well,  put  me  down  on  that  list”  Basically 
because  I  didn’t  have  a  reference,  I  was  just 
going  by  what  was  in  prison.  That  was 
horrible.  Well,  now  I’m  out  and  the  horror 
hasn’t  stopped.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  it 
weren’t  for  the  grace  of  god  and  members  of 
my  family  and  friends,  I  don’t  think  I  would 
have  been  able  to  survive  coming  out.  You 
are  struggling  to  get  out  individuals  and  you 
have  nothing  out  here  for  them.  What  will 
people  become,  homeless  people  with  HIV 
and  AIDS?  There  are  no  entitlements  in 
place.  The  paroled  people  don’t  know  what 
the  hell  is  going  on  and  yet  we’re  killing 
ourselves  to  get  people  out  and  tear  down  the 
wall.  It’s  frightening  because  you  can  put  us 
from  the  pan  to  the  fire. 

So,  once  you  have  accomplished  what  you 
are  trying  to  do,  well,  then  your  work  has 
just  begun.  It’s  not  just  a  question  of 
bringing  this  to  the  forefront  and  letting 
people  know  the  horror  that  happens  behind 
the  walls.  Eventually  these  individuals  are 
coming  out  and  they  need  support. 

Of  course,  I  don’t  mean  that  each 
organization  should  sponsor  an  inmate  to 
their  house.  That’s  not  what  I’m  talking 
about.  A  lot  of  organizations  have  the 
resources  and  the  power  to  do  great  things. 
But  just  like  I  said  to  the  woman  at  the 
church.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  working 
with  the  prison  group?  A  lot  of  the  agendas 
developed — even  by  the  so-called 
experts — are  so  far  afield  of  the  population 
that  they  intend  to  help. 

I  have  an  incurable  disease  and  I’m  trying 
to  fight  to  stay  alive  and  the  more  infighting 
there  is,  the  less  chance  I  have.  I  can’t  do  it 
by  myself  and  I  need  help.  The  only  way  we 
are  going  to  do  it  is  by  working  together. 

I’m  not  a  statistician.  I  can’t  tell  you  how 
many  people  are  dying  in  prison  but  I’ve 
seen  them.  I  worked  in  the  AIDS  hospital, 
which  is  what  they  call  the  special  unit  for 
individuals  who  can  no  longer  function  in 
population.  I  saw  a  lot  of  my  friends  die.  I’m 
not  a  doctor  but  I  can  tell  you  this,  for  a  lot 
of  people  who  died  it  wasn’t  just  the  virus.  It 
was  the  indifference  and  just  giving  up  on 
life  because  nobody  cared.  And  if  people 
keep  telling  you  that  you’re  going  to  die, 
why  should  you  fight  it? 

The  fact  is  that  the  individuals  who  were 
dying  didn’t  have  anything  to  come  out  here 
to  anyway.  So  where’s  the  incentive  or  the 
will  to  live?  That’s  a  population  that  for  the 
most  part  doesn’t  have  families,  and  you 
know  the  reactions  out  here,  well,  imagine 
them  in  there.  We  are  talking  about  an 
overwhelming  population  of  Black  and 
Hispanic  people,  so  now  you  have  a  cultural 
influence  and  all  that  stuff  and  the  attitude  of 
“Oh  my  god,  he  was  a  homosexual,’’  or 
whatever. 

The  only  way  that  we  will  fight  to  stay 
alive  is  with  help.  I’m  out  here  on  the 
frontline  but  without  you,  my  support 
services.  I’m  dead.  Now,  I’m  willing  to  get 
beat  up  and  I’m  willing  to  get  shot  from  one 
prison  to  another  because  of  what  I’m  trying 
to  do.  But  don’t  make  me  promises  and  then, 
when  the  shit  hits  the  fan,  you’re  nowhere  to 
be  found.  When  you  develop  all  these 
strategies  and  whatnot  on 
intervention — whether  it’s  through  the 
legislature  or  through  ACT  UP — remember 
that  I  will  pay  the  consequences  of  your 
actions. 

The  idea  is  that  the  strategies  that  we 
develop  have  to  be  geared  toward  the 
population  that  we  are  actually  trying  to 
help.  It  took  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New 
York  ten  years  to  give  a  pardon  to  one 
individual  with  AIDS.  Every  day  inmates  are 
dying.  What  we  need  in  prison  is  immediate 
outreach  intervention.  We  need  individuals 
out  here  to  begin  finding  ways,  either 
individually  or  through  groups,  to  breach 
that  wall.  We  need  community  organizations 
to  come  in  and  provide  the  services  that  the 
system  won’t.  We  need  comprehensive 
AIDS  education  programs  in  prison.  There 
are  a  lot  of  dedicated  brothers  [and  sisters] 
that  are  really  ready  to  go  the  Attica  way. 
That’s  as  strong  as  it  is. 

But  not  everyone  is  creative  enough  or  has 
the  ingenuity  to  put  this  together,  present  it 
to  an  administration  and  say,  “Look,  this  is 
what  we  have  in  mind.”  It  takes  a  lot  of  guts 


to  go  before  an  administration  and  introduce 
something  that  will  change  the  basic  fabric 
of  that  prison.  But  you’re  not  going  to 
change  one  atom  of  this  atmosphere  when  it 
has  no  type  of  outside  support.  If  there’s  any 
excuse  for  them  to  step  on  you,  they  will. 

Well,  after  I  was  told  that  I  was  HIV 
positive — after  the  initial  shock  that  lasted 
about  two  weeks — I  said,  “Hey,  I’m  not 
giving  up,  I’ve  always  been  a  fighter.”  My 
motto  became  get  busy.  Once  the  word  got 
out  that  I  was  involved  with  this,  because  I 
was  so  respected  in  the  prison  as  a  no- 
nonsense  individual  and  had  been  doing  time 
since  the  60s,  inmates  would  come  to  me  and 
ask  to  talk.  Our  so-called  HIV 
counselors — who  are  really  just  correctional 
officers  who  have  become  counselors — don’t 
have  the  time  and  you  know  all  the  excuses. 
Not  one  of  the  five  pre-  and  post-  test 
counselors  spoke  Spanish.  So,  1  collected  a 
lot  of  information.  This  was  all  underground 
and  before  I  thought  about  approaching  the 
administration.  I  felt  that  we  needed  to 
develop  an  HIV  support  group  but  not  a 
gripe  group.  It  came  together  and  was  very 
successful.  It  became  so  big  that  the 
administration  began  to  put  obstacles  in  the 
way. 

The  fact  is,  especially  for  people  of  color, 
I  say  that  we  are  facing  cultural  and  ethnic 
extinction.  Again,  I’m  not  a  statistician  but 
it’s  very  plain  for  all  of  us  people  of  color 
that  the  numbers  just  don’t  jive.  White 
people  in  the  United  States  make  up  about 
75  percent  of  the  population.  But,  out  of  all 
the  women  who  are  HIV-positive,  three  out 
of  five  are  Hispanic.  That’s  almost  every 
other  woman.  We  don’t  have  the  numbers  to 
work  with  something  like  that. 

When  I  created  the  Inmate  to  Inmate 
brochure,  I  sent  it  to  Bedford  and  Taconic, 
the  principal  women’s  prisons  in  New  York. 
They  loved  it  and  the  senior  correctional 
counselors  got  in  touch  with  me.  One  of 
them  said  that  eight  out  of  ten  women  at 
Taconic  are  HIV-positive.  No  one  deserves 
this,  no  one.  We  didn’t  ask  for  this  and  we 
really  didn’t  know.  You’ve  read  the  papers, 
the  greatest  proportion  of  people  being 
infected  are  women  and  children.  People  of 
color  have  no  future  without  women  and 
children. 

I  hope  I  have  given  everybody  some  food 
for  thought.  Without  concerned  people 
around  the  country,  people  on  the  inside 
would  have  no  support.  We  have  no  voice  in 
prison.  They  are  our  voice  and  they  are  so 
very  important  to  us.  All  I’m  saying  is, 
“Next  time  you’re  ready  to  speak  up,  please 
check  with  me  first  so  at  least  I’ll  be 
prepared.  I  might  be  able  to  provide  you  with 
some  insights  that  you  overlooked.”  □ 


Woo 
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“The  times  are  getting  worse,  especially 
for  lesbians  and  gays  of  color,”  Woo  said. 
“The  need  to  organize  is  very,  very 
important.”  Although  disappointed  that  by 
accepting  the  settlement  she  will  not  have 
the  opportunity  to  organize  at  UC-Berkeley 
and  “be  a  thorn  in  [the  administration’s] 
side,"  Woo  said  she  couldn’t  continue  her 
struggle  against  the  university  indefinitely. 
Having  been  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer  in 
May  1990,  Woo  said  she  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
fight  the  university  and  teach  there  as  well  as 
at  San  Francisco  State,  where  she  is  a 
lecturer  in  Women’s  Studies. 

“Merle’s  fight  has  inspired  campus 
activism  not  only  at  Berkeley,  but  throughout 
the  country,”  said  defense  committee 
member  Kato.  Woo  said  that  in  fighting  her 
every  step  of  the  way,  the  university 
administration  sought  to  discourage  others 
from  bringing  similar  discrimination  suits. 
“They  don’t  want  any  precedent  to  be  set 
that  says  anyone  can  fight  back  against 
them,”  Woo  said.  “What  the  university  wants 
is  to  create  a  chilling  effect.” 

— -filed  from  Boston 

Video  store 

Continued  from  page  3 


these  threats  to  stop  the  distribution  of 
sexually  explicit  movies,  books,  or  music,” 
she  added. 

Norwood  police  maintain  that  they  were 
trying  to  uphold  state  obscenity  laws. 
“Instead  of  police  substantiating  a  charge  of 
obscenity  to  the  courts,  we  have  a  situation 
where  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  video 
store  owner,  and  police  departments  are 
acting  as  courts,”  Reinstein  said.  “This  is  not 
the  job  of  the  police.” 

In  an  affidavit,  Laverty  said  that  adult 
videos  accounted  for  20  percent  of  Video 
Haven’s  distribution.  A  clerk  at  Video  Haven 
told  GCN  that  its  adult  video  collection 
included  “straight  and  bisexual  videos.” 

Reinstein  told  GCN  that  Norwood  police 
might  have  a  hard  time  proving  that  the  adult 
videos  violate  community  standards  given 
their  widespread  popularity.  □ 
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HAVE 


FUN! 

Personals 
Confessions 
Fantasies 


GCN  IS 
HAVING 
A  RAFFLE. 


WIN  THESE  GREAT  PRIZES! 


TO  FIND  OUT  HOW  TO  GET 
YOUR  RAFFLE  TICKETS  CALL 
(617)426-4469 


DRAWING  TO  BE  HELD 
AT  THE  GCN  BENEFIT* 


1  2  •  JULY  14-20,  1991  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


*  For  details  about  the  Benefit  see  back  page. 
Ticket  holder  need  not  be  present  to  win 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


FATAL  ATTRACTION 

No,  really,  it's  not  what  I  want — hot,  passionate, 

steamy  sex  spirialling  into  destructive  love . 

Please,  DONT  answer  this  ad  if  you  will  give  me 
all  this...  (pant,  pant.)  Box  J732 


I'm  looking  for  men  to  date,  have  fun  with,  and 
maybe  even  settle  down  with,  but  along  the  way 
IH  enjoy  the  1,  2,  and  3  nighters  that  come  my 
way.  I  like  men  of  all  designs,  although  short, 
stocky,  balding  ones  raise  my  pole  especially 
high.  I'm  26,  6'2",  2351bs,  of  Italian  decent, 
covered  with  a  full  coat  of  body  hair  and  a  full, 
bushy  stache.  I've  got  multiple  piercings,  and  a 
tattoo.  I'm  into  a  variety  of  sexual  activities  and 
don't  intend  to  limit  myself,  but  do  rather 
especially  enjoy  active  anal  play  (inc.  FF), 
kissing,  snuggling  and  cuddling  do  it  for  me  also! 
While  I’m  happy  in  a  top  role,  compromises  can 
be  made,  especially  for  the  right  people.  Ask,  I 
might  be  interested.  All  letters  will  be  responded 
to.  Send  a  photo  and  your  letter  to:  GCN  Box  1 1 1 


PENCIL  DICKS! 

Big  fat  cocks  arc  way  too  much  for  my  butt;  long 
and  thin  is  in  (me).  If  you've  above  average  length 
and  average  girth  I've  got  the  rubbers  and  lube. 
Write  GCN  Box  800,  photos/phones  answered 
first.  (3) 


RAW,  HARD  SEX!!! 

...or  gentle  romance;  one  on  one  or  group  action. 
Not  another  “bullshit”  phone  line.  REAL  MEN  is 
the  Club  that  gives  YOU  choices.  DO  IT  NOW! 
(617)  848-0027  (2) 


I  need  a  man.  Box  R46.  (47) 

ALTERNATIVE  LIFESTYLE 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


BEAUTIFUL  GIRL 

(love  your  dress,  everything  else,  oh  yes...)  I  even 
love  your  cats  from  hell.  It's  true.  It  must  be.... 


SUSAN  BABE 

you  are  definitely  this  year’s  hot  dyke  ticket. 
Didn't  I  say  you'd  be  the  best  go-go  dancer  ever? 
Tell  KB  that  maybe  it'll  rub  off  on  her  if  she 
stands  close  enough — and  if  she  borrows  the  jock 
strap  for  Campus  next  week.  Date? 


NEED  THAT  SPECIAL  SOMEONE? 

Low  cost,  personalized  matching  service  will 
have  you  loving,  lusting  and  living  today!  All 
scenes!!  Call  Brian-B.D.  Referrals.  Weeknights 
6-11  P.M.  (508)  653-7154.  (2) 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos"  742-2416  (V.  19,1.10) 


Announcements 


CATS/DOGS  LOW  COST  SPAYING 

Low  cost  spaying  and  neutering  for  cats  and  dogs. 
For  those  who  cannot  afford  regular  vet  fees. 
Performed  by  licensed  vets  in  their  own  clinics. 
For  application  call  899-8523.  (6) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  SI  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


LIKE  PUSSY  CATS? 

Two  cute  kitties  looking  for  good  homes). 
Grey/short  haired.  Girlz.  Call  De  471-6141.  Lv. 
message. 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121 . 


CHER  SOCIETY 

Since  1964  Cher  has  enlivened  our  lives  and  now 
we  enliven  hers!  A  club  to  share  Cher!  PO  Box 
770255  New  Orleans,  LA  70117  (V.  19  N8) 


LESBIAN/BISEXUAL  WOMEN 
UV1NG  WITH  HIV 

We  are  a  group  of  lesbian/bisexual  women  who 
are  organizing  a  conference  for  the  fall  entitled 
“Lesbians  in  the  AIDS  Crisis:  Honoring  Our 
Lives  and  Our  Work.”  We  are  seeking  women 
who  are  living  with  HIV  who  would  like  to  share 
their  stories  with  other  women  at  this  conference. 
If  you  are  interested,  please  call:  Deb  1-800-285- 
8880  or  Sally  (401)  863-1987  collect,  or  Write  to: 
Lesbian  AIDS  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  23331, 
Weybossett  Hill  Station,  Providence,  RI  02903 


REWARD 

For  the  return  of  the  black  bag  and  its  contents. 
Stolen  from  a  truck  in  Jamaica  Plain,  6-25-91. 
One  black  bag  with  important  AIDS  treatment 
notes  and  files.  4  dozen  assorted  ACT  UP  T- 
shirts.  3  nylon  Silence=Death  flags.  Call  49- 
ACTUP  or  524-7271  for  details. 


OFFICE  SPACE  AT  THE  CENTER 

Prime  Office  Space  available  7/1+  at  The  Center, 
328  Newbury  St.  80  sq  ft  for  S300  a  month 
includes  utilities.  247-1451-Carol.  (49) 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

We  have  everything  wholesale  from  TC's  to 
sneakers  and  socks.  FREE  Brochure:  Inside 
Shopper  219  P  Berlin  Rd  Suite  185,  Cherry  Hill, 
NJ  08034-3534  (19,3) 


CALI  FOR  RESEARCH  PARTICIPANTS 

Female  Doctoral  researcher  conducting 
interviews  about  relationships  of  women  who  in 
the  past  have  sexually  abused  children.  For  info. 
(617)  266-8800  ext  210  (after  5  PM  answering 
machine  in  private  office.)  (1 9,9) 


Rides 


RIDE  TO  THE  FESTIVAL 

in  Michigan.  I  need  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  July  to 
cook.  Share  driving,  expenses.  Claire  (413)  584- 
8894.  (19,1) 


Help  Wanted 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

...for  disabled  woman.  Mon.-Fri.  morning  & 
evening  hours;  or  Sat  &  Sun  morning  hours. 
Dependable,  car  preferred,  will  train.  Jamaica 
Plain.  534-3511.  (2) 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING 

Battered  women's  shelter  on  North  Shore  seeks 
part  time  (20  hrs/week)  children's  advocate. 
Candidate's  skills  should  include  counseling/crisis 
intervention  with  children  of  all  ages;  ability  to 
facilitate  parenting  skills  groups;  children’s 
support  groups;  assessment  of  children's  needs 
and  knowledge  of  appropriate  referrals; 
understanding  of  domestic  violence  and 
commitment  to  women's  issues.  Bilingual 
preferred.  Women  of  Color,  formerly  battered 
women  and  all  others  strongly  urged  to  apply. 
HAWC  is  an  affirmative  action,  equal  opportunity 
employer.  Resumes  to:  Executive  Director,  Help 
for  Abused  Women  and  their  Children,  9 
Crombie  St.  Salem,  MA  01970  by  July  24th. 

(1) 


Position  Available:  Outreach  Coordinator  for 
battered  women's  program  on  North  Shore. 
Involves  coordination  of  youth  outreach  violence 
prevention  project,  presentation  of  community 
education  programs,  outreach  to  underserved 
populations.  Bilingual/bicultural  preferred.  Must 
have  committment  to  ending  violence  towards 
women  and  children.  Women  of  Color,  formerly 
battered  women  and  all  others  strongly  urged  to 
apply.  HAWC  is  an  affirmative  action,  equal 
opportunity  employer.  Salary  $21,  000.  Resumes 
to  Executive  Director,  Help  for  Abused  Women 
and  their  Children,  9  Crombie  St.,  Salem,  MA 
01970  by  July  24.  (1) 


TURN  TO  PAGE  4 

for  job  opportunities  at  GCN. 


There  will  be  fifteen  thousand  jobs  in 
Boston  in  the  next  ten  to  fifteen  years  in 
the  construction  industry.  Two  thousand 
will  be  in  tunneling. 

For  many  years  Local  88  has  admitted  new  members 
of!  the  street.  Anyone  can  join  this  union  and  will  have 
to  before  they  can  get  a  job.  Ten  percent  of  the  jobs 
will  be  set  aside  for  women.  No  one  must  be  denied 
membership  in  this  or  any  union. 

Join  Union  Local  88 
279  Northern  Ave  Boston 
Phone:  426-8801 

A  denial  of  membership  is  a  violation  of  your  civil  rights. 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  -Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


Discreet  phone  answering 

•  Separate  private  phone  number 

•  Password  protection 

•  National  network  includes  Boston, 
Londonderry,  Lowell,  Hartford, 
Providence,  NY,  LA,  SF,  and 
many  others 

br  Voice  Iel 

AM  VOX 

(617)  446-7700 


something  or  the  other. 
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HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD 


max.  30  characters 


FLAMER 


max.  20  characters 


COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words 

BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25 1  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  $ _ 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  $ _ 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  S3.00  x_ 

□  Bold  $1.50  x 


.  (number  of  runs) 
(number  of  runs) 


DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  S4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  515  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  515 


is  25 1,  business  ads  35  ( 

CATEGORY 

□  PERSONALS 

□  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□  HELP  WANTED 

□  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS 

□  SUMMER  RENTALS 

□  MASSAGE 

□  FOR  SALE 

□  PUBLICATIONS 

□  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES 

□  RIDES 

□  MOVERS 


Name_ 


Address, 
City _ 


State 


.Zip, 


Phone 


Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  p.m.for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

" Bookkeeping  By  Design " 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

-  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline, Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Roommates 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and  housemate 
ads  that  are  prepaid  for  two 
weeks  we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed.  You  must 
call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  for  renewals  will  be 
accepted  on  Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  reliable  roommate  (25+)  to  share  E-Z 
going  household.  Washer/Dryer.  Nice  yard. 
S250+  util  a  must  seek.  Call  628-1868  (lin) 


SUNNY  JP  APARTMENT 

2  Ls  seeking  2  more  Ls  or  BiFs,  24+,  responsible, 
for  JP  apartment.  W/D,  electricity/heat  included: 
$ 340/large,  $310/petile.  Call  Adrian/Larissa  983- 
0678.  (19,  1) 


Inman  Square 

I  LF  seeks  2  for  3  bedroom,  sunny  easy¬ 
going  apt.  Great  location,  landlord,  and  yard. 
Near  Bus  and  Central  Sq.  T.  Cats  negotiable. 
Rent  $283,  includes  heat  &  hot  water. 
Call  Sarah,  776-5537 


TREND  SETTER  WANTED 

LF 44,  zany/responsible,  seeks  similar  to  share  6- 
room  apt.  I'm  working  class  background, 
“professional”  job,  fat  politics,  3+  years  recovery. 
No  booze  or  diets.  $400+  gets  you  2  rooms  and 
common  space.  Available  now.  776-2793.  (19,2) 


NASHUA  NH  AREA 

LF,  33,  lownhouse  owner,  sks  housemate  to  share 
expenses.  Must  be  nonsmoker,  quiet  yet  good 
sense  of  humor.  Must  enjoy  cals.  Please  no  more 
pets.  $35 0/mo.  +util.  (603)  595-2308.  (19,1) 

LESBIAN  OWNED  HOUSE  IN  MEDFORD 

Friendly  LF  32  seeks  LF  28+  to  share  single 
family  house.  Washer/dryer,  fireplace,  screened 
porch,  deck  and  large  yard  Very  private,  wooded, 
rustic  location  just  minutes  away  from  a  clean 
swimmable-lake.  15  minutes  from  Cambridge  or 
Boston.  New  bus  lines  to  downtown  and 
Wellington.  No  smoke/drug/pets  and  minimal 
alcohol.  $325  plus  1/2  utilities.  Available 
September  1st.  Call  Mindy — 391-2083.  Leave 
message  (19, 1) 


Roommate  Wanted 

M/F  needed  to  share  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  GM  in  mid-twenties.  Sunny,  third 
floor  apt.,  secure,  with  washing  machine  and  porch. 
Lots  of  common  space  (originally  a  4  bdrm  apt). 

5  minute  walk  to  green  line  and  #39  bus.  Prefer 
nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please  be 
responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $283.00 
(with  a  possibility  of  lowering).  Available  August  1st. 
Call  Ed  or  Andrew  524-7794,  leave  message. 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  1/1  bedrooms,  Arbor/Pond  area,  hdwd  firs,  lg 
sunny  rooms,  security  sys,  owner  occ.  3  decker, 
no  pets  or  smokers  pis,  $750  Ave.  Sept  1.  522- 
0345.  (3) 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

4+  rooms,  pets  OK,  yard,  small  woodstove,  nice 
view,  ceiling  fan,  pkg,  near  T,  3-fam,  LF  owner 
occup.  $550+  util,  $250  S.  Dep,  Malden,  324- 
6822  (2) 


Lynn  Shore  area-walk  to  beach,  immaculate 
2BR,  2  bath,  fully  appl.  kitchen,  WW,  A/C,  patio. 
Available  8/1.  $700+  utilities.  (61 7)-581 -71 1 9 

(1) 


DORCHESTER,  POPES  HILL 

Three  rooms,  hwd  firs,  mod.  bath,  1st  floor, 
owner  occupied.  $500  plus  utilities.  Call  (617) 
436-0970.  (1) 


Two  one  bedroom  apis  avail,  now.  Close  to  Savin 
Hill  T  Dorchester.  >450  month  includes  heal/hot 
water.  288-1214.  (1) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Gay  owned  and  occupied  home  2  1/2  bedroom  2 
bath  duplex  laundry  facilities  off  street  parking. 
Convenient  to  orange  and  green  lines.  $850 
including  utilities.  Call  (508)  995-1435  anytime. 

09.1) 


MEETING  HOUSE  HIU,  DORCHESTER 

3/4  bdrm.  sunny,  bright,  2nd  floor,  new  firs,  just 
painted.  Owner  occupied,  $675  m/o+  util. 
Available  now.  825-1526.  (2) 


Movers 


Appleton  Moving  Company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1 905  (VI 949) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES , 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  1L  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS - 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELLOW  m 

St973  PAGES  |AJ 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  Stales, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  ol  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mail  order  companies, 
etc.  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women  s  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN /Southern  Midwest  64  pages  AL. 

A Z.  AR.  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA.  MS.  MO.  NM,  NC, 
OK.  PR,  SC,  TN.  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA. 

$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME,  MA,  NH.  OH, 

PA.  Rl.  VT,  WV.  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $0 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


For  Sale 


STAT  CAMERA 

GCN  has  a  perfectly  good  stat  camera  that  is 
taking  up  too  much  room.  Compugraphic  Camera 
System  141 8B.  Price  negotiable.  Call  426-4469, 
and  talk  to  Frank. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Heppine 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday 
6-11  PM  Sunday 


A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
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GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 


Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe 


Tapes  cost  $  1 9.95  each 

Eicetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

i lion  or  to  ordor  a  tap*  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  tho  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


Vacations 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
i  organizations  In  New  England  I 


1  Over  200  pays  of  contacts,  business**  &  non-profit*. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/V1SA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.194.16) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Layout  Date:  7/11/91 
Outsider  pen-pal:  I'm  outside  and  would 
like  to  write  to  people  who  are  not.  Bob 
McComas.POB  5301,  Poland,  Ohio  44514 


White  male,  25,  interested  in  meeting  open- 
minded  individuals  in  person  or  by  mail. 
Looking  for  sincere  friendship;  I  don't  play 
games.  I'm  lonely  and  need  friends.  Mark 
Fraser  144-412,  POB  788,  Mansfield  OH 

44901 _ 

Bisexual  seeks  correspondence  with  bi  men 
and  women  any  age  for  possible 
relationship.  I  enjoy  cooking,  walks,  and 
loving.  Parole  in  '93.  Russell  Manley  II, 
Route  1  Box  36,  Jackson  NC  27845 


To  my  forever  husband  and  lover  Jerome 
(Jay  Gee).  I  love  you  with  my  all  and  miss 
you  beyond  words.  I  love  you  always,  Jean 

(Rejay). - 

Wanted:  sincere  honest  pen  pals  for  HIV+ 
inmate.  I  seek  warm,  friendly 
correspondence.  Not  a  fortune  hunter. 
Clyde  Burgoon  -  1227-X,  CMC  East-CDC 
#E-74818,  POB  8101,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 

93409-0001 _ 

Blonde,  blue  eyed  40  year  old  seeks  others 
to  share  something  -  life.  College  educated, 
serving  time  for  having  sex.  Not  into  head 
games  or  money.  L.  Ketron  #170605,  POB 

3500  ,  Staunton,  VA  24401 _ 

I'm  17,  blond,  blue  eyed,  and  very  very 
lonely  and  scared.  I  have  no  one  to  write  or 
talk  with.  I  hope  to  hear  from  someone 
soon.  Gary  A.  Rowe  #95132,  POB  97, 

McAlester,  OK  74502-0097 _ 

23  year  old,  blue  eyed,  redhead,  dominate 
tri-sexual  interested  in  relocating  to  Boston 
area  seeks  new  playmates.  Those  wishing 
their  fantasies  fulfilled  should  write 
immediately  to  Kevin  W.  Fink  #909621, 
POB  520  Shu  B-14,  Walla  Walla,  WA 

99362 _ 

I  need  a  second  chance.  I'm  29  and  looking 
for  friends  and  love  in  all  the  wrong  places. 
1  enjoy  music,  dance,  theatre,  and  arts.  I'm 
into  hotel/restaurant  management  and 
would  love  help  with  a  career  in  that  field. 
Race  and  age  unimportant.  J.  Fitzgerald 
#98743,  NTC  POB  479,  Burgin,  KY  40310 


Architectural  draftsman  doing  12  years  for 
theft  seeks  correspondence  and  real  friends, 
possibly  more.  I'm  an  outdoors  person. 
Paul  Stuckey,  823009,  1301  Franklin-7 A4, 

Houston,  TX  77002 _ 

Incarcerated  10  years,  writer  of  short  fiction 
and  long  folk  songs,  politically  active, 
sexually  disgusted,  tired  of  the 
uncommitted.  Looking  for  friends  to  share 
the  pain,  in  the  hope  that  by  so  doing  we 
can  make  it  vanish.  All  letters  will  be 
answered.  Brian  Seitz,  #158-403,  MC1-J, 
POB  549,  Jessup.  MD  20794 


I  am  in  tel  li  gent,  caring,  attractive,  and  have 
no  family  or  other  outside  contacts.  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  gay  men  who  know  how 
lonely  life  can  be.  I'm  30,  180  lbs, 

bm/bm.  All  answered  who  send  stamp. 
Rick  Gates,  #27835,  POB  1989,  ESP,  Ely, 

NV  89301  _ 

Gay  27  incarcerated  male  wishes  to 
correspond  with  anyone  who  has  time  to 
meet  a  new  and  interesting  friend.  David 
Perkins,  #217-518.  POB  300,  Orient.  OH 
43146 


"TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE" 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<3? 

I  am  warm  ana  sincere.  I  love  music, 
bowling,  golf,  basketball,  and  all  outdoor 
sports.  I'm  bisexual  and  have  no  one  to 
write  to  outside  the  prison.  I'd  love  to 
receive  mail  and  will  answer  all  letters. 
Pearline  Halloway,  3070,  Lonnee  Watson 
Annex,  PeWee  Valley,  KY  40056 


Lonely  female  doing  time  with  no  one  to 
write  to  outside.  I  need  pen-pals  and 
friends,  sinccrre  and  honest  and  loyal.  I 
enjoy  soft  music,  the  beach,  cooking,  and 
camping.  LaVeme  O'Bryan,  2421  KCIW 
Box  57,  PeWee  Valley,  KY  40056 


Age  29,  blondc/hazel,  seeking  friends  to 

correspond  with.  I  am  a  very 

compassionate  and  caring  person  with  a  lot 
of  understanding  and  loyalty  to  give  to  that 
special  someone.  I  enjoy  camping,  hiking, 
and  sports.  All  letters  answered  promptly!! 
Christopher  Barnwell  E-59336,  Fac  III, 
Bldg  14-142U,  480  Alta  Road,  San  Diego, 

CA  92179 _ 

Good  looking,  black  male  seeks  all  sincere 
responses.  Very  open  minded  and  honest.  I 
believe  that  friendship  is  golden.  Maxie 
Turner  068068-Box  581,  1150  S.W. 
Allapattah  Road,  Indian  Town,  FL  34956 


I  enjoy  hiking,  dancing,  singing,  reading, 
cooking,  fashion,  and  anything  to  do  with 
business.  I'm  25  and  love  to  write  letters. 
Cleo  H.  Grier,  #6595936,  2500  Westgate, 

Pendleton,  OR  97801  _ 

I'm  a  young  guy  looking  for  friendship  and 
much  more.  I'm  6T",  181,  blond  hair  and 
brown/green  eyes.  I  enjoy  writing,  hiking, 
reading,  new  wave  music,  and  much  more. 
Tom  H.  Gandy  D-34332,  F3- 14-232,  480 

Alta  Rd.,  San  Diego,  CA  92179 _ 

Lonely  HIV+  seeking  friends  and  more.  I 
just  want  someone  to  share  my  life  with 
when  I  get  out  in  early  '92.  I  do  not  want 
money,  stamps,  etc.  Take  a  chance!  Send 
photo  if  possible.  Tim  Antonio,  64085, 
CTCF/CH-7,  Box  1010,  Canon  City,  CO 

81212 _ _ 

I  am  26  and  looking  for  anyone  that  is  real 
out  there.  I  have  wrote  lots  of  people  but  all 
are  into  games.  I  love  fishing,  bike  riding, 
and  also  love  having  sex  with  other  males. 
Paul  "Wendy”  Winbom,  106476,  Camp  J. 
Gar  4-L-4,  La.  State  Prison,  Angola,  LA 

70712 _ 

Attractive  and  29,  seeks  friend  for  possible 
relationship.  I  like  weight-lifting,  handball, 
football,  and  wrestling.  Will  be  released 
soon  and  will  relocate.  Looking  for 
someone  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  with. 
No  games;  you  will  not  be  disappointed. 
Ron  SiegleT,  #61967.  POB  10,000  -  LCF, 

Limon,  CO  80826 _ 

Greetings!  I  am  27  and  my  crime  partner, 
Tony,  is  24.  We  both  are  doing  a  15  year 
term  here.  We  both  are  into  weight  lifting 
as  well  as  other  sports,  but  no  amount  of 
physical  activity  can  fill  this  lonely  void. 
Please  write  and  help  fill  the  emptiness. 
James  D.  Ballard  Jr  #93023,  and  Tony 
McAfree  #118702,  RMSI,  7475  Cockrill 
Bend  Ind.  Rd„  Nashville.  TN  37243-0471 


I  am  a  33  year  old  black  gay  boy  seeking 
other  gay,  bis  sexual,  or  transsexuals  on  the 
outside  world.  Ill  answer  all  who  write 
and  send  photos.  Michael  C.  Bonner,  POB 


July  14,  Boston  ♦  Stan  Leventhal  will  be  reading 
his  new  novel  at  Glad  Day  Bookstore.  673  Boylston  St 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the  617  area  code,  and 
non-major  cities  are  in  Massachusetts,  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

I  3  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  Mountain 
Bike  Ride.  Info:  Kathy  625-6478. 

Hyannis  ♦  Cape  L/8/G  Pride  March  and  Rally.  March 

I I  a.m.  to  noon;  rally  from  noon  to  2  p.m.  Hyannis 
Village  Green.  Casselberry-DuPree,  Urvashi  Vaid,  Kate 
Clinton,  Lea  Delaria,  and  others. 

Provincetown  ♦  P'town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m.  St  Mary’s  of  the  Harbor. 

Nashua,  NH  ♦  Midsummer’s  Dance.  Gay  Info  Line  of 
NH.  Time  and  info:  (603)  595-2650. 

Cable  TV  ♦  PrideTime:  “New  York  Based  Gay  Cable 
Network.”  To  include  news,  interviews,  Mayor 
Dinkins,  NYC  sailing  club.  See  listing  under 
“Saturdays.” 

Cambridge  ♦  Jack  Veasey  and  Doshie  Powers.  Poet 
and  singer.  Christopher’s,  1 920  Mass.  Ave.  9  p.m.  $6. 
876-9180. 

Waltham  ♦  WOW  Goes  To  The  Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show.  10:45  p.m.  Location  and  Info:  893-0361. 

1 4  Sunday 

Braintree  ♦  GLASS:  G/L  Alliance  of  South  Shore. 
Second  Sunday  each  month  at  Unitarian  Church  6-8 
p.m.  Info:  Brett  471-7939  or  Usa  335-6085. 

I  5  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  Ethnic  Diversity.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

16  Tuesday 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Gvic  League  Building,  214  Concord  St  6  to 
7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  ♦  Introduction  to  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop. 
Northern  Lights  Alternatives,  New  England.  Spons.  by 
FCHC  Living  Well  Series.  7  to  9  p.m.  FCHC,  7 
Haviland  St  267-0900  x287. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  insemination.  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  2nd  floor  conf.  room,  FCHC  7  Haviland  St 
Info:  Jenifer  Firestone  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Ending  Relationships 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  Body  Image  and 
Gay  Life  Styles  7:30  to  9:30  p.m  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  "Dealing 
With  Anonymous  Sex  in  the  ‘90s.’’  8  to  10  p.m. 
Lindemann  Center  Boston  Rm.,  2nd  floor,  25  Stanford 
St  Info  24  hours  742-7897. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Coming  Out  Group  Discusses 
Freeing  Yourself  From  Homophobia.  8  p.m  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

1 7  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch  in 
the  Park.  1130  p.m.  Third  Wednesday  each  month. 
Info:  Julie  725-3562. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

Boston  ♦  Adult  Children  of  Heterosexuals  A  new 
hard-edge  cabaret  band,  theatrical,  with  Abe  Rybeck  8 
p.m  Venus  de  Milo.  1 1  Lansdowne  St.  8pm.  $8.  For 
info:  421-9595. 

1 8  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  “Beyond  AIDS  101,"  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Third  Thursday  each  month.  AAC  Rm.  401, 


1 3 1  Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200  x264. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St.  7:30p.m.  (4 1 3)  527-53 1 0. 

1 9  Friday 

Worcester  ♦  Lavender  Lunch  for  Downtown 
Worcester  G/L/B.  Third  Friday  each  month.  Thai 
Orchid,  144  Commercial  St  I  p.m 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center: 
“Some  Like  It  Hot"  7  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338  Newbury 
St  2nd  floor.  247-2927. 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Services.  8  p.m. 
Workmen’s  Grde,  1762  Beacon  St  Bring  something 
dairy  /  veggie  for  oneg.  926-2536. 

Cambridge  ♦  Open  Discussion  for  Lesbians.  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
$1,661-3633 

Tewksbury  ♦  Gaylaxicon  '91:  Lesbain/Gay  Science 
Fiction  Convention.  7/19-7/21.  Tewksbury-Andover 
Holiday  Inn.  For  more  info:  (508)  838-2121 

20  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston.  Info:  Sue 
776-3916. 

Cambridge  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural 
Story  Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and 
Friends.  Third  Saturday  each  month.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  St  10  to  11:15 
a.m.  Limited  space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267- 
0900. 

Boston  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Goes  to  Franklin  Park 
Zoo.  See  Bird  World,  Rainforest  and  more.  10:30  a.m. 
Info:  Barry  288- 1 847  or  Hodine  825-3737. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Couples  Group.  Share  ideas  on 
constructive  ways  to  resolve  conflicts  and  maintain 
compatibility.  1 1  a.m.  to  I  p.m.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  1 0p.m.  Third  Saturday  each 
month.  $2  donation. 

Cable  TV  ♦  PrideTime:  "G/L  Pride  West  Hollywood, 
California.”  See  listing  under  Saturdays. 

Waltham  ♦  Way  Out  in  Waltham  Goes  Dancing  at 
Tattoo.  8:30  p.m.  893-0361  or  893-0742. 

21  Sunday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Writers’  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Newcomers  welcome.  $  1 .  66 1  -3633. 

S.  Lawrence  ♦  DOB  Lesbian  Potluck  Picnic.  2  p.m. 
Details:  Ubby  (508)  689-9618. 

SE  Mass  ♦  SMUUGLe:  S.E.  Mass  Unitarian  Universalist 
G/L/etc.  Third  Sunday  each  month  in  various  south-of- 
Boston  Iocs  344-7030. 

22  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  Games  Night  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Age  Twenty-Something  Meet  8 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

23  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Overcoming  Shyness. 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to  provide  emotional 
and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients  on  a  one-to-one 
basis.  Orientation  mtg.  the  fourth  Tuesday  each 
month.  Minimum  age  requirement  is  24.  AAC,  131 
Clarendon  St  7:30  p.m.  Info:  437-6200x450. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  Women, 
Religion,  and  Spirituality.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council  Charles 
River  /  Boston  Harbor  Boat  Guise.  7  to  9  p.m.  Cash 
bar,  free  hors  d’oeuvres.  $27.  $5  donated  to  L/G 
Comm.  Center  Reservations  required.  446-7871 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Gnter. 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

25  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  “BodyTalk: 
Learning  to  Listen  to  Your  Body."  Massage  therapist 
Rezakkah  Norins.  7  to  9  p.m.  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St 
267-0900  x287. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Licking,  Sticking, 
Stuffing  Party.  Geiger  Gibson  Heath  Center,  250  Mt 
Vernon  St  Info:  Barry  288-1847  or  Hotline  825-3737. 


26  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center: 
“Some  Like  ic  riot"  /  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338  Newbury 
St  2nd  Or.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Liturgy  for  All  Those  Affected  by  AIDS. 
Simple  reception  to  follow.  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St  7 
p.m.  742-4460. 

Boston  ♦  T.G.I.F.  Boston  Professional  Association 
meets  at  Club  Cafe  Moonshine  (back  bar)  for  casual 
cocktails  and  mixing.  Last  Friday  each  month.  5:30  to 
7:30  p.m.  $3. 

Providence  ♦  Summer  Ballroom  Dance  Beach  Party. 
8:30  to  11:30  p.m.  First  Universalist  Church,  250 
Washington  St  Beginner’s  slow  dancing  lesson  at  8 
p.m.  Smoke  free.  $5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell  282-0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 130  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest  761 
Centre  St  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoia  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Gnter,  338  Newbury  St 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Gub.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 II 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleyball  6  p.m.  ‘til  dark.  $1.  Info:  Steph  625-9551. 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St 
5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  Church,  351  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Gmbridge  St.  (near  Gov’t 
Center).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Gnter, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
1 0:30pm-130  a.m. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltern  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  1 00  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC  131  Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg  Hs.  Hill  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O’Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Gble  TV  ♦  “Between  Takes.”  Often  a  G/L  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island  Interconnect 
A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check  listings. 


Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meecing  place  (40  i ;  46  i  -4  i  9  i . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  8  to  9  p.m.  for 
people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with  substance 
abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19  Pleasant  St 
(508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Bostoa  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Qarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  the  People”  —  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:1 5  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x3S0. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New 
persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354- 
8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational  Church, 
6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755-0005. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259-1559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendoa  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Center  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age 
25+,  but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave 
294-0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Boston  Living  Gnter,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Gmbridge  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Gmb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  266-1 129. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink  Info:  John 
350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston  Living 
Gnter.  140  Qarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  236-1011 


■■■  Hindsights 

AIDS  is  where 
you  find  it 

Including  prisoners  in  designing 
programs  to  deal  with  the  epidemic 


Gilbert  Serrano 


Gilbert  Serrano  is  a  former  prisoner  who 
is  living  with  AIDS.  Serrano  discovered  that 
he  was  HIV-positive  while  in  prison  and 
immediately  became  involved  as  an  AIDS 
educator  and  peer  counselor.  Now  back  out 
on  the  streets,  Serrano  has  been  working 
tirelessly  on  behalf  of  prisoners  with  AIDS 
with  organizations  like  the  Prison  Issues 
Committee  of  ACT  UP/New  York  and  the 
Correctional  Association  of  New  York. 
Serrano,  who  is  the  author  of  Inmate  to 
Inmate,  an  excellent  AIDS  education 
brochure,  has  much  to  offer  the  AIDS  activist 
movement.  He  recently  spoke  at  a  program  in 
Washington,  D.C.  sponsored  by  the  ACLU 
National  Prison  Project.  The  following  text  is 
based  on  that  speech. 

— Judy  Greenspan,  ACLU  National  Prison 
Project 

By  Gil  Serrano 

don’t  consider  myself  a  radical.  I  really 
don’t  even  consider  myself  an  advocate.  I 
guess  maybe  my  Christian  upbringing  makes 
this  my  mission.  Seven  months  after  I 
graduated,  my  mother  died  and  they  told  me 
my  wife  had  cancer  and  I  just  fell  apart.  I 
started  using  drugs  and  that  led  to  crime  and 
consequently  ten-twenty  years  in  prison. 
While  in  prison  for  9  1/2  years,  I  had  never 
been  sick.  Six  months  prior  to  seeing  the 
parole  board,  I  had  an  infection  in  my  mouth 
and  I  went  down  to  the  infirmary.  The  nurse 
took  one  look,  reared  back  and  said,  “Oh  my 
god,  what’s  that?”  Then  I  was  ushered  in  to 
see  a  physician’s  assistant.  He  started 
mumbling  and  I  caught  the  words,  “immune 
system”  and  I  knew  enough.  So  I  asked  him, 
“Are  you  trying  to  tell  me  I  have  AIDS?”  He 
said  yes.  It  was  a  Friday  at  about  3:30.  He 
had  to  go  home  and  there  was  no  one  in  the 
prison  who  could  even  give  me  a  sense  of 
what  was  going  on. 

Many  of  us  feel  that  this  will  not  touch  us 
so  we  don’t  invest  too  much  time  on  it.  Then, 
when  it  does  touch  us,  we  are  in  a  fog.  This 
happened  to  me.  It  was  a  very  horrific 
experience.  Here  I  had  survived  ten  years  of 
prison,  five  in  Clinton,  which  is  a  super-max 
joint  near  the  Canadian  border.  I  survived  all 
this,  had  six  months  to  the  parole  board  and 
now  I  get  told  that  I  have  the  virus.  I’ve  read 
a  lot  of  material  through  the  ACLU  and  other 
organizations  in  New  York,  and  I’ve  learned 
that  things  are  really  bad  all  over.  I  wouldn’t 
want  to  take  exception  and  say  that  New 
York  has  the  worst  scenario.  But  the  attitude 


overall  [in  the  system]  is  a  refusal  to  deal 
with  this  because  one,  the  economic 
ramifications  are  too  great  (that’s  usually  at 
the  top  of  the  list);  and  two,  in  effect  we  will 
be  opening  up  a  tremendous  can  of  worms 
that  even  people  on  the  outside  are  not  ready 
to  deal  with. 

Doing  AIDS  work  is  not  something  novel 
like  a  fad  where  things  just  come  into  vogue, 
and  now  we  are  going  to  get  behind  the 
AIDS  movement  and  next  summer  it  will  be 
gone  because  it  lost  its  pizazz.  But  unless  we 
hang  in  there  tenaciously,  that’s  exactly  what 
will  happen.  It  will  fade.  Well,  we  can’t  get 
any  farther  on  the  back  burner.  Right  now 
we’re  in  the  oven.  I’m  serious. 

The  friend  I  stayed  with  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  took  me  to  her  church.  After  the 
service,  they  have  different  working 


groups — prisons,  AIDS,  homeless — groups 
like  that.  So  I  said  to  her,  “You  have  a  prison 
group  here?”  She  said  yeah.  Well,  they  are 
very  proud  of  the  groups  that  they  have  and 
all  that  they  do.  I  said,  “Does  the  prison 
group  get  together  with  the  AIDS  group?” 
She  said,  “No,  we  never  get  together  with 
them.”  I  said  okay. 

So,  I  went  into  the  AIDS  meeting.  After 
the  meeting,  I  went  to  the  chairperson  and 
said,  “I  understand  you  have  a  prison  group 
here  at  this  church." 

“Yes,  we’ve  been  running  it  for  about  five 
years.” 

I  said,  “But  you’ve  never  worked  with 
them?”  Fortunately,  I  didn’t  have  to  go  any 
further  because  as  I  was  talking  it  dawned  on 
her  and  she  felt  really  bad.  Five  years  these 
groups  have  been  running  and  not  once  did 


anyone  think  of  saying,  “How  about  going  to 
the  prison  group?”  Hey,  AIDS  is  where  you 
find  it.  So,  they  are  investing  all  this  time  and 
energy — which  is  great — but  somehow  or 
another  they  forgot  about  the  people  behind 
the  wall. 

I  went  to  a  conference  up  in  Albany,  New 
York.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  real  big  shindig 
to  try  to  convince  the  state  legislators  about 
not  slashing  the  AIDS  budget.  On  the 
proposal  being  tendered  by  the  organization 
that  hosted  this  affair,  they  asked  for  $1.5 
million  for  prison.  There  were  close  to  600 
people  up  there.  I  was  trying  to  find  someone 
who  was  going  to  be  the  spokesperson  or 
coordinator  for  prisoners  with  AIDS.  I  mean, 
after  all,  you  are  proposing  $1.5  million. 
Well,  the  truth  is,  I  couldn’t  find  anyone.  It 
was  on  their  agenda  but  there  was  no  one  to 
try  to  convince  the  legislature  about  the  need 
for  this.  So,  I  made  myself  a  spokesperson.  I 
took  a  tag  and  wrote,  “Gilbert  Serrano, 
Prisoners  with  AIDS  Project,”  and  I  said  that 
I  represented  prisoners  with  AIDS  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  The  message  that  I  left  with 
them  is  that  we  have  to  deal  with  this.  The 
time  of  philosophical  discussion,  intrigue  and 
planning  is  long  past.  Now  the  doing  has  got 
to  take  place. 

Let’s  get  busy.  Whether  it’s  on  the 
legislative  side,  the  advocacy  side  or  the  civil 
disobedience  side.  The  message  I  left  with 
the  assembly  people  was  that,  “Either  you 
deal  with  us  now  while,  in  truth,  we  are  a 
captive  audience  and  receptive  to  what  you 
will  bring  to  us  because  we  are  so  desperately 
in  need,  or  you’ll  have  to  deal  with  us  when 
we  come  out.  None  of  us  is  doing  natural  life 
and  through  the  miracle  of  poisons  like  AZT, 
a  lot  of  us  are  living  much  longer.  So  you 
will  have  to  face  us  eventually.  The  point  is 
that  in  there — because  we  are  in  such 
desperate  need  of  intervention — we  will 
listen  and  we  will  come  and  hear  what  you 
have  to  say.  Maybe  we  will  even  interpret  it 
as  a  fact  that  you  believe  and  care  about  us. 
And  that  will  be  enough  motivation  for  us  to 
open  up  our  hearts  and  take  down  the  chains 
and  walls  that  we’ve  built  because  of  where 
we  are.” 

Once  I  came  out  here  I  got  to  go  hustle  for 
a  job  and  a  house  and  this  and  that.  I  ain’t  got 
time  to  be  going  to  no  meetings.  We  all  have 
different  agendas  and  we  all  think  about 
what’s  important,  what  can  we  do. 

Some  agendas  speak  about  the  medical 
Continued  on  page  II 


THE  GCN  BENEFIT 
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6:00  PM 

Dinner  at  the  The  Center 
338  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
catered  by  Dixie  Kitchen 
followed  by... 

7:30  PM 

Film  screening  of 
Pink  Ulysses  at 
The  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Film  Festival's 
Opening  Night.  The  ICA 
955  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 

Also  the  drawing  for  the 
GCN  raffle 

Tickets  for  Benefit  on  sale  at 
New  Words,  Glad  Day  Bookstore 
and  GCN.  For  more  information 
call  The  ICA  (617)  266-5152 


Film  Dinner  and 

Screening  Screening 

$8  $20 


Proceeds  to  benefit  Gay  Community  News, 
your  favorite  non-profit  lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly 


o 


